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My Epitaph 
By Max I. Reich 
“a tail well, heat a my grave. 
, fool, king, slave, 
But if-you really think it well, ' i am gone, 
To note how I have lived on earth, : 
«He fought a losing fight, until this truth he learned, 


. The life in Christ is God’s free gift, and never earned.” 





Quietness. ‘is the secret of activity. In Moody's 
“Notes from My Bible” one reads an illuminating com- 
ment on Israel’s experience in escaping from the bond- 
age of Egypt; as recorded in the fourteenth chapter 
of Exodus ‘Israel was completely trapped in her 
flight from the Egyptians; Pharaoh’s mighty army was 
hard after her, and the Red:-Sea blocked her way. 
The Israelites reproached Moses for having led them 
to certain death. Then Moses said, “Fear ye not, stand 
still, and see the salvation of the Lord.” And a mo- 
ment latér the Lord said to Moses, “Speak unto the 
. Children of Israel; that they go forward.” Moody’s 
- comment was: “No one can ‘go forward’ in the 
strength of God until he has first ‘stood still’ in his 
own helplessness.” 
‘ time we must move head-on into some impossibility. . If 


we will only stand still first, ceasing wholly from our - 


own worthless works, waiting on the Lord and resting 
in him, then we shall hear and shall be able to: obey 
his command to go forward, even if oceans or moun- 
tains block the way. 

—_ 


Permanent Impressions 

While things are pliable is thé time to make them 
permanent. A pastor in as, in a letter to the busi- 
ness department of The Sunday School Times,. gives 
a striking instance of this. “On the front walk lead- 
ing up to my church one can see the imprint of two 
baby feet, pointing toward the door. Some mother 
had set her baby down there when the cement was 
still fresh. She started him right; in the right direc- 
tion. Early impressions are permanent. - Start the 
child right! That was fourteen years ago, and still the 
impressions on the walk are as if dating from yester- 


- the center and capital of this world merger]. 


Let us remember this, the next- 


day.” How much better to turn the feet of a little 
child toward the Door that is Christ himself, than 
away from that Door. The tragedy of today is that 
there are such multitude of parents turning their chil- 
dren away from Christ; in the most impressionable 
years pointing their feet away from life toward death. 
The shocking facts of the world of youth today rest 
wholly upon the parents. of today. On the other hand, 
many parents. are thanking God, from full hearts, that 
their children are walking in the way of life because 
the little feet were set there when the child was ready 
to “trust and obey.” There are “permanent impres- 
sions” that will be continuing in Heaven; and there 
are “permanent impressions” that will be continuing in 


hell, 
> 
Babel 


There is no such thing as unity among men who 
are not in unity with God. Yet unbelieving men are 


‘ always deceived and deceiving themselves with the 


fals: hope’ of dwelling together in unity. These are 
days of co-operation on a gigantic scale; vast mergers; 
combinations of brains and money and organizations 
that are leading men to suppose .that some day, by 
this method, the whole natural world will be a .unit. 
Nothing could be a greater mistake than to suppose 


. that men-.can get together and keep together by their 


own efforts. They tried it on a vast scale after the 
flood, when they: had even a better opportunity than 
today, for then “the whole earth was of one language, 
and of one speech,” The captains of industry, men 
of natural leadership, came together in a great syndi- 
cate, saying, “Let us e us a name, lest we be scat- 
tered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.” But 
God said: “Behold, the people is qne, and they have 
all one language; and this they begin to do: and now 
nothing will be restrained from them, which they have 
imagined to do, Go to, let us go down, and there con- 
found their language, that they may not understand 
one another’s speech. So the Lord scattered them 
abroad from ,thence upon the face of all the earth: and 
they left off to build the city [which was to ~“_“— 

ere- 
fore is the name of it called Babel; because the Lord 
did there confound the language of all the earth: and 
from thence did the Lord scatter them abroad upon 
the face of the earth” (Gen. 11:1-9). In that his- 
toric fact is also a parable of spiritual truth. The 


very nature and sovereignty of God forbid peace among 
men who are at war with him. Men who refuse to 
listen to God, and to talk with him in his language, 
cannot talk one another’s language; “they may not 
understand one another’s speech.”. A League of Na- 
tions may have a semblance of unity for a while, espe- 
cially after the divinely predicted World Emperor 
comes into power and establishes such a peace among 
men as to bring in a mock millennium, deceiving many. 
But this peace shall crumble when the God of Heaven 
sets up his kingdom “which shall never be destroyed, 
. .» but it shall break in pieces and consume all these 
kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever” (Dan. 2: 44). 
Meantime God’s children on earth, members of the 
body of Christ by faith in him as their Saviour and 
Lord, know the meaning of human fellowship and 
unity as no others can know it. By faith they under- 
stand and talk the 1 ge of God; and they have 
the glad, priceless privilege of teaching it to others 
by telling them the Good News of Christ as Saviour 
and coming King. 
ya 


Condemning the Bible 


It is easy to condemn that which condemns us, — 
but it is not always wise or safe to do so. Condemning 
the Bible has been a favorite occupation of men ever 
since its revelation began. We do not always realize 
that every time a man condemns the Bible he is expos- 
ing in a peculiar way his own ignorance. Dr. Howard 
Kelly called attention to this in a recent article in The 
Independent, on “Our Paradoxical Age.” “As we 
ponder over paradoxes, there appears still another, 
namely, that this very Heaven-born’ Word ages ago’ 
forecast the failure of the Jew, its first guardian, and 
of the Gentile, into whose keeping it next fell, to re- 
ceive its message. Oblivious of its contents, and there- 
fore singularly illogical, a stock argument of our un- 
scientific age is that the Bible cannot be a message of: 
God to men because it has not regenerated the world in 
all these eighteen centuries; whereas the truth is, that 
if it had so succeeded, ipso facto, by its own testimony 
it would have found in error!” The world’s 
rejection of the writtensWord, and of the Living Word 
Christ Jesus, is convincing proof of the infallibility of 
the Book. “For the Word of God is living, and power- 
ful, and sharper than any twoedged swor i 
a discerner of the thoughts and intents 


and is 
the heart.” 


A Modern Religious Revival 


"§ could scarcely lure so many earnest, eager souls 
unless it seemed to have the prospect of a rich 
fruitage from its teachings. 

Intense and widespread interest in religion is one of 
the characteristics of our age. Newspaper and maga- 
zine, industrial and college life, pdlitics and science 
all bear witness to a new and startling attention to 
religion. Those who know tke Gospel of God’s grace do 
well to take every advantage of this interest, in seeking 
to lead men to Christ. 
cern clearly between the true and the false in the con- 
fusing religious currents of our day. Never was there 
such possibility of earnest Christians being deceived by 
false hopes as in these days that may soon usher in 
the Blessed Hope, the personal appearing of our Lord 
and Saviour. 

There is throughout the world not only this general 
interest in things religious, but also signs of a move- 
ment that seems to be toward Christ. In India, for 
example; often spoken of as the most deeply religious 
of all lands, there are strange stirrings that thrill the 
hearts of a multitude of Christians. Missionaries tell 
us that Hindus and Parsees, Mohammedans and Bud- 
dhists are catching the spirit of Christianity. Ghandi, 
the great Hindu, is said to be opening the way for 
India to appreciate the meaning of the cross through 
his teaching and example of sacrificial suffering. 


Ni costs saree has its own religious revival. It 


Though not calling themselves Christians, they speak 
constantly of the Christian spirit, and their Christian 
duty. any look to Ghandi as their Christ, and thus, 


some missionaries believe, pay homage to Christ as 
the highest that men can know, 
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We shall do well also to dis- - 


Shall we rejoice in these signs of a “mighty turning 
to Christ” and to “the spirit of his cross”? We may 
indeed, with Paul, be glad whenever Christ is pro- 
claimed, whether in pretense or in truth, We may 
especially be glad when we hear of Hindus, sent to 
prison,- carrying New Testaments with them. What- 
ever their view of the Book, or their motive in taking 
it with them, we can truly rejoice that God’s Word 
will not return void. But along. with our joy in 
every attention given to Christ and his cross, let us 
recall our Lord’s own word that false Christs will 
arise and lead astray (if that were possible). even the 
elect. He was not there speaking of antichrists, but 
of false Christs. We need to beware, then, of re- 
joicing in a false foundation, when we hear of men 
bowing before those who take that Name which be- 
longs alone to the Anointed One of God. 

But what shall be our test as to whether these mod- 
ern revivals are genuine workings of the Holy Spirit? 
We may be sure that it is possible to have false re- 
vivals, and indeed that it is quite likely we shall have 
these imitations of the work of the Spirit. And if 
they are imitations planned by Satan, we may expect 
that they will appear as the work of an angel of light. 
Christ will be given prominence in them, and even his 
cross will be given a central place. Yet the work of 
the Holy Spirit is so manifestly different that we need 
be in no doubt. : 

There is a watchword many have used in these mod- 
ernistic revivals, which goes to the heart of the trouble. 
“Christianity says, Be Christlike. Give thyself.” Now 
there is glorious truth in these precious words, if they 
are spoken at the right time, in the right place, to the 
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right people. There is a vital sense in which Chris- 
tianity does say, “Be Christlike. Give thyself.” But 
the tragic and fatal fact of Moderntsm is that many 
of her most zealous preachers are proclaiming this 
as the Gospel, Christianity’s message to a lost world. 
Does the Gospel say, “Be Christlike. Give thyself”? 
Far from saying that, these words are the very antith- 
esis of the Gosgel. If the words mean anything as 
we preach them to India, or China, or America, they 
invite each man to be his own Christ and his own 
Saviour. . 

The Gospel, Good News of God’s grace, comes to 
lost men, men who are not Christlike, and who cannot 
possibly become so by anything they can do. Men 
learned under the law that they cannot be what God 
requires. Some one has very aptly characterized sev- 
eral heathen religions and philosophies and summed 
up Judaism and Christianity in these words: “Juda- 
ism says, Be holy: conform thyself.” “Christianity ’ 
says, Be Christlike: give thyself.” Now if men learned 
under the Old Testament law that they could not con- 
form to God’s standard of holiness, a thousandfold’ 
more do we learn it when we look into the face of 
Jesus. God’s standard for man is there, — perfect 
holiness. Christ's spotless life stands as the beautiful 
veil of the temple stood, shutting sinful men out from 
the presence of the holy.Gock When Judaism said, 
“Be holy,” it meant just this: “Be Christlike.’ That 
is not the Gospel for a lost sinner. That is the sin- 
ner’s mirror to see how utterly and completely he is 
lost. Every one who holds up Christ’s spotless life 
as an example for sinners and preaches that as the 
Gospel is leading sinful men directly away from God’s 
salvation: 

But this watchword does not say, in a general sort 
of way, “Be Christlike.” It gathers out the great cen- 
tral fact of Christ, who came into the world to give 
himself for our sins, and says: “Be Christlike. ive 
thyself.” When this word is preached as the Gospel, 
sinful men are asked to give that supreme expression 
of a righteous character, to give themselves sacri- 
ficially for others. Thus is God’s revelation reversed 
in this gospel that Satan has devised for men to preach, 
This false gospel does two things: it denies that man 
is a lost sinner, or that he needs any Saviour outside 
himself; and it deriies that Jesus Christ is a Saviour, 
or that he needed to give himself in any different sense 
from that in which all men can give themselves. 

This is the false gospel that has led thousands into 
Christian. Science. This is the message delighting 
the hearts of. many: misled missionaries, the mess 
over which college students are becoming enthusiastic. 
This was the message of false hope given to the loved 





Testimony of Sound Christian Students 


17 Market Hill, Cambridge, England, 
June 1, ’26 


Dear Mr. Trumbull: 


I was very interested in an article in The Sunday 
School Times of May 15 on the Student Conference at 
Keswick, N. J. I was in charge of the. Cambridge 
Camp at Keswick (England) last year and saw you in 
the distance and always regretted that I did not have 
a talk with you. I did come to see you once, but you 
were out. I am a friend of Mr. Robert Wilder and in- 
vited him up to the camp the one evening he was 
available at the convention. 


We are hoping to be about. sixty strong from Cam- 
bridge at Keswick this year, members of the Cam- 
bridge Inter-Collegiate Christian Union of which you 
may know. We stand for the old line of things, and 
have about sixty-five members pledged for foreign serv- 
ice, all of whom have signed a basis affirming faith in 
the full inspiration of the Scriptures as well as the 
Studént Volunteer declaration. There are about fifteen 
to twenty other such organizations in the different 
universities in England, all standing firm for the old 
truths, and so far as one can see the movement is grow- 
ing. We hada resident conference at High Leigh last 
vacation, at which about-one hundred were present from 
sixteen universities. 


I wonder if there is any similar movement. in the 
American universities? I should be very interested to 
know. It seems to me that we must stand together if 
we are to resist the inflow of Modernist ideas and meth- 
ods, and keep up an independent testimony of our own 
in the universities to the saving power of the blood of 
the Lord Jesus, and the trustworthiness of his written 
Word. “ 

The members of the C. I. C. C. U. are about 200 men, 
and we would send greetings to any American students 
at your conference who are standing true to the old 
Gospel and the Word of His Grace. We had the Rev. 
William P, Nicholson here last term for a short mis- 
sion, and a number of men came out for Christ. 

Very sincerely yours, 
H. Earnshaw Smith. 


This is a welcome message and greeting from Chris- 
tian students of Great Britain. to Christian students of 
North America. As always, the increasing attacks of 
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ones of. poor. sinful soldiers who laid down their lives 
for their country, — though it is to be doubted whether 
many of the soldiers themselves were deceived into 
thinking they were Christ’s. This is, the thessage that 
is taking out the offense of the cross, ‘so: that the 
Hindu, Parsee, Mohammedan, and Buddhist can re- 
ceive with open arms the “new Christianity.” 

“They will not receive the dogmas of the Church,” 


‘we are told. “They will not accept the Old Testa- 


ment, or much of the New. But they will receive 
Christ, and are about to welcome him as their .own 
Christ, whom they may interpret in their own way.” 

Thus do some missionaries stir the hearts.of earnest 
Christians with a great hope. And thus-do Modernists 
who have rejected. the cross of Christ comfort them- 
selves that they have a, great vital message to give 
to the world, —a reinterpretation of Christ. 

Let us beware. We cannot interpret sin away.. Only 
the blood of Christ can take sin away.‘ Our Gospel 
message to sinful men,— Hindu, Mohammedan, Bud- 
dhist, or Modernist, — is that they may meet God at 
the cross of Christ. And that isthe only place where 
sinful men can find a holy God. There man will con- 
fess, “I am not Christlike. I am the opposite of that.” 
There he will say, “I cannot give myself to God or 
to men. I need to receive, not to give. I need a Lamb 
without blemish who will give himself for me.” 

Having met God at the cross, having left our sins 
buried there with the crucified Saviour, having then 
been raised to newness of life by the power of God, — 
now, on this side the cross, we may hear his call to 
walk as Christ walked, in the power of that .same 
Spirit of holiness that raised us trom the dead. Now. 
we can “give ourselves,” not indeed as a sacrifice for 


sins, as he did, but in the same spirit we may give our - 


lives in fellowship with his sufferings, just because he 
has first given himself for our sins. John Three Six- 
teen: “God so loved the world, that he gave.” First 
John Three Sixteen: “Hereby know we love, because 
he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down 
our lives for the brethrem” None could know that 
love of First John Three Sixteen were it not for that 
which John Three Sixteen has told us. And “gave his 
omy begotten Son” means that he gave him to die 
upon the cross as the sacrifice for sm, in our place. 

We have always known that Satan is busy in every 
true revival seeking to hinder the work of: the Spirit. 


But there are some religious “revivals” in which Satan, 


and his teaching may be the directing power, and these 
are revivals that lead men away from the cross. If 
such a revival is spreading in our day, may we not ex- 
pect and. pray for a true and counteracting work’ of 
the Holy Spirit, of which this is the imitation? 





unbelief upon the Word and the Gospel are met by 
God's calling out, in fellowship and public testimony, 
of those who believe his inviolable Word and trust 
wholly and only in the blood Gospel 6f his Son our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Sunday School Times does not know of any or- 
ganization on this side of the Atlantic quite similar 
to the Student Christian Unions formed among the 
different universities in England; but there are two 
ps gee mo college organizations that stand for the 
° aith, : 


One of these, known asthe Conservative Protestant: 
Colleges of America, held its first convention Novem-’ 
ber 11, 1924, at the Moody Bible Institute, Chicago.’ 


This was an outcome of an organization in California, 


formed during the latter part of 1923, called the As-. 


sociation of Orthodox Colleges of California. In April, 


_ 1924, a letter was mailed by this Association to sev- 


enty-five educational institutions, asking fer an expres- 
sion regarding a national convention in the interests 
of the orthodox college; some fifty responses were re- 
ceived, resulting in the convention named. Twenty dif- 
ferent institutions sent representatives to the conven- 
tion, representing twelve denominations. The scho- 
lastic standards of the North Central Association of 
Colleges were adopted, and a ‘sound doctrinal state- 
ment of faith, The Secretary of this organization is 
Dr. L. Glen Lewis, 1132 Washington Boulevard, Chi- 


ago. 

The: theological seminaries have been affected so 
disastrously by Modernism and destructive teachings 
that the League of Evangelical Students was organ- 
ized in April, 1925, to bring together seminaries and 
students standing for the old faith. Its first ‘annual 


- gonference was held at Grand Rapids, Mich., in Novem- 


ber, 1925. . Some thirty delegates attended, from insti- 
tutions in widely separated parts of. the country, — 
some as remote as Eugene, Ore.; Princeton, N. J.; 
and Dallas, Tex. Student organizations of thirty-three 
institutions ratified the constitution and joined ‘the 


League. Among speakers at this conference were Pro-' 


fessor Machen, of Princeton; -President Kyle, of 
Xenia (who is also Archeological Editor of The Sun- 
day School Times) ; Dr. Leander S: Keyser, of Hamma 
Divinity School; Dr. H. P. Sloan; of Haddonfield, 
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N. J.; and the Rev, A. B. Winchester, of the Evati- 
gelical Theological College of Dallds. "The President 
of thi League is N. B. Stonehouse, of Princeton The- 
ological Seminary; the Secretary, A. A. McRae, of 
Princeton. oe 

As this issue of The Sunday School Times closes, 
the first Student Conference at America’s Keswick 
(Keswick, N. J.) is about to commence, and Mr, 
Smith’s letter will be read to the students there; doubt- 
less they will be sending a greeting across the ocean 
to: the. British students. Let us be much in prayer 
that God will continue to bring- into “the fullness of 
the. blessing of the Gospel of Christ” large numbers 
of students the world around, till our Lord come. 








Why Do Men Need Creeds? 


F EVER the question of creeds was an acute 
one, it is so today. 
Creeds have leaped tothe front,-in the limelight’ of 
publicity, in the thinking and discussion of believers 
and unbelievers, on the front pages of our newspapers 
and in almost every copy of leading secular magazines, 
as no one ten years ago would have thought possible. 
Have you ever heard anyone say that a creed’ is 
not necessary? = 





Have you ever heard anyone say that, after all, it 


is not what we believe but how we live that counts 
the most ? ’ 


Why should there be any statement of belief, or 
creed, other than the Bible itself ? 


_ What is a thoroughly sound and permanent basis 
for ‘a Christian creed ? ae a ae 

W. Graham Scroggie, that keen thinker, patient 
student of God's Word, and trenchant and illuminat- 
ing writer, whose church is like a spiritual lighthouse 
in Scotland (Edinburgh), has made one of his charac- 
teristic studies of a moot problem in a series of articles 
to appear in The Sunday School Times, on 

The Question of Creeds | 

The series will be a surprise to most-readers, even 
to those who are quite aware of the vital place of 
creed im the life and testimony of. the Christian. For 
Mr. Scroggie discovers riches in his‘ theme that most 
of us have not known were there. 

For example, he deals with: 

Nature and Definition of a Creed 

Nocastity and Inevitabiitiy of Creeds 

Evolution of the Creeds 
Purpose and Uses of a Creed 

Incompleteness and Fallibility of (uninspired) Creeds 
Biblical Beginnings of the Creeds 

Vital Substance of the Creeds | - 

There is stirring inspiration in these articles: by Mr. 
Scroggie, and one lays them down, after the attention 
has been held through to the end, with a’ sense of 
profound thanksgiving to the God and Saviour who 
says that “Without faith it is impossible to please him.” 

This notable series will commence in an early 
issue of The Sunday School Times, and continue dur- 
ing two months or so. If you have friends who are 
indifferent-to the vital necessity of belief, or who need 
to realize the richness of the content of Christianity, 
they may be grateful to you for getting this series into 





their hands. A Ten Weeks Get Acquainted subscrip- . 


tion, for 25 cents, for those not now taking. the Times, 
will cover the entire series; such subscriptions should 
mention ‘* The Question of Creeds,” and be sent :at 
once to The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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Demons and Witches in Africa Today 


Satan’s counterfeit religion of fear and spiritism in the : 


Alur tribe in Belgian Congo 





By Charles Lewis Trout, M.D. 
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[: WAS long past midnight. The full moon was 


riding high over ‘head. Its pale silvery light kissed 
the hill country into mystic splendor. I patised on 
the hilltop to look out over the beautiful scene spread 
before me, In this bright moonlight the fog. which 
has settled in the hundreds of canyons within view 


appears like many fairy lakes, The hills seem like the © 
‘islands of dreamland. _ Pie oni Sema 

“Rap-a-tap-tap, rap-a-tap-tap,” comes the rhythmic ~ 
music of the native drums across the ‘stillness of the~ 


night. Then we hear the shouting of the people ‘in 
their dance. But for our knowledge of the heathen 
customs it would be more dreamlike than-it is. Fas- 
cinated by the mystery of the night and drawn by the 
power of curiosity, we turn and follow the trail that 
leads to the source of the sound waves. 

In less than an hour we comie out upon the scene. 
There they are on the hillside in full view. “They do 
not heed our presence. The drums beat on. The 
black bodies of the young men and of the young women, 
of the old men and of the old women swing and sway 
to the pulsating rhythm of the Charleston-like jazz. 
We rub our eyes. Where are we? The moonlight, 
the music, the people, and the strange hypnotic power 
that holds them, Our reverie is broken by the sudden 
action of. the dancers.. They 
above their heads and shout: ; 

“Wafoyo Jok, wafoyo Jok” (“We praise the spirits, 
we praise the. spirits’). : 

Africa is a land of dances. This is one of the Alur’s 4 
religious dances in worship of the spirits called “jok.” 
the moonlight, but 
as we watch and listen we are amazed by the enchanted 
appearance of these poor people. The drummers, the 
dancers, the priests, and medicine men all seem held 
by some occult power. They are dead-in-earnest. 
Suddenly there is a pause: Then we hear some one 
talking. We hear the priest (jakuhan) ask, “Which 
Back comes the answer in a° womati’s 
voice, “Nyakara.” Supposedly, ‘this is the demion’s 
name. The woman possessed is prophesying. A man 
begins to cry out like a jackal and we know that the 
demon, “Uto” (the “jackal”), is upon him, The crowd 
again raise their arms above their heads and cry out, 


throw their arms high 


“Wafoyo Jok, wafoyo Jok.” 
A Heathen “Tongues” Meeting 

Another native’ sings out -in Kingwana, the inter- 
tribal language of this section, and we remember that 
a certain demon, Muk ila; is given credit with 
the power of possessing individuals and causing them 
to speak fluently in’Kingwana. The dance has become 
a “tongues” meeting. The people continue to sing and 
call out praises to the spirits. They twist and turn. 
They file back and forth. The dance leader —in this 
case a medicine man known as. ajoga—leaps about 
in front with a long white object made out of goat 
hair waved high above his head.-. The drums sing out 
once more with their measured beats. The same hyp- 
notic jigging and jazzing commence. We see only 
the outer circle of dancing figures. There is an inner 
circle—no white man knows all that happens in that 
center. There Satan reigns supreme. Shaking off 
the fascination of the scene, we breathe a prayer for 
these deluded worshipers of Jok and turn away to 
the trail that leads home. 

As one studies the religion of the Alur he is struck 
with the idea that these people have been horribly de- 
ceived into demon worship. The word “jok” means 
spirits. It is, we think, a plural term corresponding 





2Rethi, Balendu word for bird’s heart, one of the stations 
of the Africa Inland Mission is located in the Belgian 
Congo perhaps forty miles west of Mahagi Port on Lake 
Albert. In the neighborhood of Rethi are three African 


tribes: the Ukebo, the blacksmiths, numbering some ten 
thousand in population; the Balendu, two hundred to two 
‘ hundred and fifty thousand; and the Alur with a popula- 


tion of sixty thousand on the Belgian side of the lake. 
The origin of the Alur is still veiled in mystery, but 


‘there is strong evidence which connects them with the 


Shilluk, a large Nilotic tribe. Slave traffic or tribal wars 
probably drove them south along the waterways of the 
upper Nile. The Alur are closely related to the Acholi, Aluo, 
and Gang. All these tribes are along the course of the 
White Nile or the Victoria Nile and their languages show 
a common origin. 

An old Baganga chief (tribe of Uganda), talking with 
me about the Alur, said that they were the people who 
came into the country, and soon possessed it for them- 
selves. The Alur tribe as we know them surround Lake 
Albert and spread north and west into the Congo. They 
have steadfly driven the Balendu backward over the moun- 
tains. Most of the mountains, streams, and trees are 
still called by the Balendu. names which the Alur learned 
from their captives. These names testify to the wars of 
conquest that must have been waged in the years of the 
long ago. ‘ 


~ 








SE aE TT LS A 


‘ body. 


“Most African tribes are intensely religious,” 
writes Dr. Trout in sending this article to The 
Sunday School Times. “It must have been the 
iding hand of God that led our Congo pioneers 
to locate among the Alur people, for as mission- 
aries pressed on to the north, west and south, they 
needed ‘native helpers. The Alur boys in those 
early days p . fearless and loyal compan- 
ions.” The tribe whose customs of demon wor- 
ship are here described is located on the Belgian 
side of Lake Albert in the heart of Belgian Congo. 








to the Greek word “daimon”. translated demons or, 
sometimes. wrongly, ‘devils. At present we have the 
names of over sixty of these jok spirits. The Alur say 
that the jok spirits are organized under “Jok matar” 
(“the spirit which is white’) into a kingdom. This 
kingdom of evil resembles the revelation of Satan’s 
m2 as it is given in the Bible. . 

he jok spirits or demons are supposed to seek some 
abiding place. Thus they are. believed to exist in the 
rocks, in the mountains, in trees of the forest, and 
in the lakes and streams, Anything that is mysterious 
is possessed of a‘ jok. There is a jok of the native 
stool and the child must praisé this jok before he sits 
down. If he falls. off the stool, jok has been angry, 
and the child must praise him. again. 

The Scripture speaks of the demons as spirits which 
desire embodiment. This midnight dance that we have 
seen is a protracted meeting apparently for the pur- 
pose of: permitting the jok spirits to possess the peo- 
ple. To have the jok come upon one seems to be a 
thing desired: One old woman in our neighborhood in 
Africa tried to initiate one of our girls into the secret 
rites. She took the girl’s thumbs in her hands and 
then began to cross thém back and ‘forth while she 
sang a low monotonous song. Keeping up the dron- 
ing~ rhyme, she gazed directly into the girl’s eyes. 
This is one of the most primitive methods of hyp- 
notism, Those persons who pass readily into the hyp- 
notic state are selected for the perpetuation of the 


priesthood. - 


There are male and~female jok spirits. When per- 
sons are possessed by these demons the priest will ask 
the name of thé jok and the spirit is thought to an- 
swer with its name.. These names have become com- 
mon_as the names of the people, for. the mother wishes 
to please some jok, or at the hour of ‘birth the ajoga 
discovers that a certain jok is present and will give 
that jok’s name to the child that is born. Many of 
our station boys and ‘girls have these names. Some 
of the masculine spirit names, for example, are: Upio, 
Muswa, Riba, Tundru, and Udongu. Some of the 
feminine jok- names are: Nyakara, Nyajok, Nyilak, 
Katoka, and. Nyamola. 

A patient died from sleeping sickness on our station 
and we called the boys to help bury the body. They 
told me they’ could not make the grave or touch the 
_ I asked ‘them why, and they said, “Bwana, if 
we dig the grave or touch this body the jok will pos- 
sess us. Make some of the women do it, for the jok 
that: possesses a man cannot possess a woman.” 


What the Alur Know of the Creator 


The Alur’s religion may be classified as a form of 
animism, but it is worthy of note that they have some 
knowledge of the Creator indicating that at one time 
they may have known the revelation of the true God. 
Rubanga is the name of this Being, known to them 
as the creator of the spirit world and of heaven and 
earth. He created man. All things are considered 
the result of his creative power. An exceedingly ar- 
resting thought is their statement that Rubanga -and 
Udude are one. We question the old men closely 
about this. “What do you mean, that Rubanga and 
Udude are one spirit with two names?” “No,” they 
answer, “that is not it.” “Do you mean that they are 
two separate spirits with one work?” They reply 
again, “No.” Then in their own way they try to im- 
press upon us that Rubanga and Udude are one in the 
sense of duality. Rubanga also has a son whose name 
is Ukelo. The natives seemed to think of Ukelo as 
one with Rubanga, but were confused about the idea 
of Rubanga, Udude, and Ukelo being a trinity. They 
were, however, emphatically sure about Rubanga and 
Udude being one. Does this knowledge of Rubanga 
as the creator of all things, this interesting conception 
of a primitive people in the duality of Rubanga and 
Udude, their idea of Rubanga having a son Ukelo, and 
their distinction between Rubanga and Jok matar hint 
that at one time the Alur knew of the triune God 
Elohim? 

All ‘peoples have in common a heritage of magical 
methods or black art. The Alur have no ecards like 
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ours with which to foretell the future, but they are 
ingenious and make cards of their own from cowhide. 
Ta_these pieces of hide they sew little shells. It is 
customary to have six of these cowhide cards in a deck. 
The cards are held in the hand in the usual manner 
and the ajoga strikes them several times with a charm 
which he wears around his neck. He sings his little 
magic hymn and then throws the cards suddenly on the 
ground. Gazing upon the positions of the cards he 
predicts whatever the occasion demands. If he seeks 
the prognosis of’ some disease and two of the cards 
fall parallel to each other he will say that the person 
is going to die, for is not the space between the cards 
a symbol of a grave? 

The history of the witching stick would be interest- 
ing reading. The Alur, too, have their witching stick, 
— it is called “Bila.” A slender twig a foot or eight- 
een inches in length is ‘held lightly in the hand. The 
stick is tapped on the ground. This is continued until 
the stick becomes magnetized and sticks to the fingers, 
whereupon the individual begins to prophesy. His 
words are considered to be a message trom some jok. 

Akelo, a heathen girl on one of-our stations, was 
playing and lost a string of beads which she greatly 
prized. She could not remember where she had last 
put the beads. “All the girls swore that they had not 
seen the beads and -Akelo became convinced that some 
of the village people who had been on the station in 
the morning had stolen them. She had an uncle who 
was quite a famous ajoga. Without saying~ anything 
to anyone, she slipped away and called on her uncie. 
When he heard her’ story -he told her he would show 
her who had her beads, He~ smoothed out a saucer- 
shaped depression in the sand- and filled this with © 
water. Then hé scattered some herbs over the sur- 
face of his small pool ‘and chanted: his magic ditty. 
Suddenly in the pool appeared a face. -Akelo recog- 
nized the likeness and cried out the name of one of 
work girls. She ran back to the mission 
station accused the girl of the theft. In true 
native style the thief promptly -deriied’the accusation, 
but when she was told that her face was seen in the 
ajoga’s magic pool, she ran quickly to the place where 
she had: hidden the -beads, and returning with them, 
gave the necklace back to its rightful owner. 


When the Witches. Are Abroad With Their Torches 


In certain sections of the district. on dark nights 
peculiar balls of fire may be seen floating over the 
ground. -If these float over a village or over a native 
hut, it is a dreadful omen. These fire balls emit a 
steady white light like an acetylene lamp. Naturally 
on a still black night these mystic lights, floating and 
bobbing over the country, fill the native heart with 
terror. The Alur believe these lights to be torches 
carried by the jujogi or the people who are in league 
with the Devil. “Jujogi” is the plural form and 
“jajok” is the singular. ese witches are thought to 
live by eating the flesh of dead bodies. Therefore they 
are the ones who cause sickness and death that they 
may hold a feast over the bodies of their victims. As 
they run at night with their torches, they sing a song 
which may be translated thus: “The bone that yester- 
day I buried [or hid] is where? The bone has become 
absent.” 

The sad part of the Alur’s religion is that it is 
devoid of all compassion and love. A religion of fear, 
it leads them to the most extreme cruelty and barbar- 
ism. Apparently, they believe man to be immortal 
and that death is caused, as we have just stated, by 
the jujogi. To illustrate their belief let us tell the 
story of Min-Udero. / 

In the village of the Alur chief, Jalasinda, a child 
was taken with violent convulsions. The ajoga was 
summoned. He asked for a certain number of francs 
and a goat before he would go. When these were 
given he went out into the bush, the open grass country, 
and gathered some medicinal roots which he pounded 
on a stone, and then put the macerated material in a 
native gourd cup. Reaching the bedside of the sick 
child he poured some hot water into the gourd and 
gave the medicine to the child. Some of these prepara- - 
tions prove beneficial to the patient, but in this case the 
child grew worse. The medicine man, therefore, took 
from his paraphernalia a number of gourds. These 
were filled with little pebbles or small seeds. These 
gourd-rattles were  _ around and the witch doctor, 
holding one himself, began to jig and sing. The men 
with the rattles kept up a rhythmic accompaniment 
while the ajoga called for the jok spirits to come upon 
him. When the spirit came upon him he sprang to the 
side of the child and pinched up some of its skin and 
began to suck this in an effort to draw out the demon 
of the-disease. Despite his magic the child remained 
unconscious. His next step was to take his cowhide 
cards. .and strikine them with the cebere. the charm 
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about his néck, he threw the cards on the ground. Five 
of the cards fell together and one fell a short distance 
away from the others. “The ajoga says there is one 
jajok working the child.” Having found that there 
was a jajok involved, the ajoga set out to find who it 
was, He asked the relatives if they knew the names 
of anyone who hated the child. Unfortunately, Min- 
Udero had scolded the child sometime before. They 
told the medicine man Min-Udero’s name. Perhaps 
other names were told to him. 

The ajoga uses one of several ways to discover the 
jajok, The most common way is to name chickens 
‘ with the names of the' suspected individuals, and then 
to put aon down the throats of the chickens. If 
the chicken throws up the drug, that person represented 
by the chicken is proved innocent. 
the person is guilty. Doubtless the ajoga eliminates 
many of his enemies in this manner. 

Another method is to use the cards. A stick is 
broken up, and each piece is given a name of one of the 
people believed guilty. Then the sticks are mixed up 
with the cards and all are thrown together on the 
ground. The arrangement of the sticks and cards will 
pojpt out the jajok. 

nvariably the jajok is some old helpless grand- 
mother or grandfather. It is a person without protec- 
tion, as a rule. With Min-Udero this was the case. 
Late that night the ajoga determined that Min-Udero 
was the jajok, so the people of the village went stealth- 
ily to her house and surrourided it. She was asleep 
when the men came and took her captive. Because 
she resisted and declared that she was innocent, they 
threw her violently to the ground. They then picked 
her up and carried her to the bedside of the child. 
There the ajoga said to her, “You have put sickness on 
this child, give medicine to remove the sickness or we 
will kill you.” Min-Udero maintained that she was 
innocent and not a jajok, but the people were relentless 
and as they saw the symptoms of death creeping over 
the face of the chiid they became more violent and 
cried out, “Remove the sickness, remove the sickness, 
or we will kill you.” They spat upon her. They 
cursed her. They beat her until she cried out with 
fear and pain, but still declared herself guiltless. 

Finally a nang of bamboo was split and bound tightly 
ito her temples. Then they tied her by her wrists and 
ankles to the poles over the fire. Crazed with their 
fanaticism, they howled and danced and cursed and 
cried to Min-Udero to save the child from the spirit 
.of death. She writhed above the flames in awful agony 
and would not confess. More wood was put upon the 
‘fire and the blazes leaped high until the flesh of the 
.poor victim was burned to the bone. The child died 
.and the men began to sharpen their spears to cut off 
.. the head of the jajok. Just as they were about to do 
. that some Government soldiers heard of the affair and 
.intervened. The soldiers made the people carry Min- 
.,Udero over the mountains to Rethi where for many 
‘days she hovered between life and death. For months 
she received treatment and finally got so she could 
move about again. When we realize that for every 
natural death some one must also die for so-called 
witchcraft, we get some little coriception of Africa’s 
great need. 

“And Jesus came to them and spake unto them, say- 
_ing, All authority hath been given unto me in heaven 
and on ‘earth. Go ye therefore, and make disciples 
of all the nations, baptizing them into the name of 
‘the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I com- 
manded you: and lo, I am with you always, even unto 
the end of the world” (Matt. 28: 18-20). 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may, be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will be. published in 


Dear Mother Ruth: You have answered so many girls’ 
problems so lovingly, that I am sure you will help me to 
decide what is best to do. I am a girl of eighteen, and am 
not a Christian yet, but try to live a-clean and a pure life. 
I have a kind and loving mother who has been a devoted 
Christian since she was thirteen years of age. Our Meth- 
odist minister. says we should al] be united in the same 
church, but as I have a-very dear friend who is a member 
of the Christian Science Church, and who would like to 
have me become a member, I am at present reading 
“Science and Health.” I have run across different passages 
in the book which I could not believe were true. My 
mother thinks. I. should be-a member of the Methodist 
Church. Which one should I become a member of? Your 
opinion would be greatly. appreciated ——-MARY. 


M* DEAR. -MARY: It is a great joy to answer 
your letter, and I am-so thankful you wrote me! 
I want you to seriously take all that I say, and think 
it over well before you make a decision. Why do you 


~air workers was truly serious. 
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join church? It is to prove to the world that you have. 
ven it up, and that you have joined yourself with 
’s people But, Mary, .before you do that, you 
are to have the most joyful rience of your life,— 
you are to be “born again”! . You are to be made a 
“new creature in Christ Jesus”! How? “By the re- 
newing of your spirit” in the One who died for you. 
You want first of all to bow down before your 
heavenly Father,.and ask for the forgiveness of your 
sins, and then believe on Christ, that he died for you 
and that he shed his blood on Calvary that you might 
be saved from your sins. Now do not take my. word 
for this, but turn to your Bible.and read John 3:14 
to 17, and John 6:37. Also Hebrews 7:25, then the 
Epistle of John 1:9. Remember “Though your sins 
be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 
they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool”! Will 
you believe this, and accept this blessed Saviour as 
yours? Let him save you, give you a new heart, “and 
put a right spirit within you,’ and then go and join 
the Methodist Church and work to save others. 
Now you will know what to do with that book on 
so-called “Science and Health.” Take it as fast as 
you can to the biggest fire in your house and throw it 
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in, so it will burn up quickly, and never open a page 
of another Christian Science book again, or listen te 
a_ single thing that anyone has to say about it, for it 
was born of the evil one, and talks against your dear 
Saviour who died for you. Of course, you saw things 
in that book that you could not accept, and you knew 
were wrong. Yow have had a Christian training, and 
that comes from God, and will not let you tarry. at 
such reading as you will find in those pages. So doe 
not tamper with it, but discard it, and forget it as 
soon as you can. ; 

Never have anything to do with any.substitute for 
our Saviour! Take him as your gift from. yeur 

ather in Heaven, and know there is no other way or 
any other truth but what you find in Him. He Says in 
John 14:6:° “I am the way, the truth, and the hfe”! 
I shall pray for you that you will accept him, and re- 
joice in him, and live a happy Christian life. Will you 
write and let me know your decision? Oh, I feel now 
that you have settled this matter, and that “my .Sav- 
iour is your Saviour, too’! That is enough to enable 
us to sing a real hallelujah chorus! Let us praise 
his ‘Name together, and every believing reader, praise 
his Name with us! 








As her people, with pathetic hope, look for 
**The Master of Tomorrow” 








Belgium’s Preparation for the Antichrist 


By Edith F. Norton 








In an interval-between articles in the travel series by Mr. Charles Gallaudet Trumbull, Editor of The Sunday 


School Times, tel! 
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HAT times these are in which we find our- 
selves! For us of the Belgian Gospel Mission 
: they are times of rare opportunity in soul-sav- 
ing, but of deepening persecution as well. A recent 
sheaf of reports, from the different leaders at scat- 
tered posts of the Mission in Walloonie and Flanders, 
practically all bore the same testimony: “Blessing — 
yes, — much blessing,” “but,” one writes, “we are ex- 
periencing new difficulties now. Satan has kept fairly 
quiet up until now, but since the carnival. days we 
are seeing him at work.” Front another worker, “Satan 
is redoubling his activity around us.” - Still another 
says, “Formerly we were ridiculed and mocked, —not 
en seriously,—now we are considered a serious 
menace.” This same worker recounts how in a,certain 
town where, without difficulty, formerly we sold fif- 
teen hundred New Testaments, now at the commencing 
of a market-meeting it is the signal for all kinds of 
rowdyism and organized opposition. : 

From another part of Belgium, in a district which we 
have but newly entered, the assault upon our open- 
“Among the crowd of 
holiday-makers and pilgrims were many university 
students. Our little company of workers coming from 
Liége were well equipped with New Testaments, Gos- 
pels, and tracts. However, before we could do any 
effective work, we were encircled by a great crowd 
making a hellish noise, each one whistling, screaming, 
cursing, and blaspheming as hard as he could. The 
students yelled all together as one man, ‘Down with 
the Protestants! Hurrah for the Catholic Church! 
We are disciples of Bacchus!’ ‘They then started to 
throw stones, and at one time our situation b 
critical, as our little group was squeezed against a 
high wall, But God intervened and an elderly gentle- 
man was led to intercede in our behalf, raising his 
voice and begging the crowd to leave our little in- 
offensive company alone, even if we were not of the 
same faith. The crowd agreed, if we would leave the 
place by the next train, giving us only a few moments 
to pack our belongings. From that time, till the train 
was out of sight, they screamed in an awful way with 
-all kinds of shocking insults.” _ 

‘Yet how could we expect other treatment at the 
hands of Satan when we have dared thus to invade his 
kingdom, and when we are seeing souls constantly 
wrenched from his grasp?. In one town, newly opened 
up to the Gospel, where our Sunday-school children 
have had Testaments torn from their little hands and 
publicly burned, the other day in the midst of our 
meeting a man, suddenly and deeply overcome with 
conviction, arose and cried, “I am ready to accept 
Christ, and I want to do it now!” Oh, no, Satan will 
not lightly pass over our presence and our toil for 
souls here where he has long reigned supreme. 

Some of the Belgian people, along with an increas- 
ing number of other deluded ones in the world, are 
getting ready to accept Satan as their master in the 
person of the Antichrist. It would seem as if the 
apostasy has even swept some of them that far. We 
were aghast the other day when there appeared on 
the front cover of the well-known and popular humor- 
ous weekly, “Pourquoi Pas?” a representation of Anti- 
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christ himself, crowned with the laurel of the victor. 
Before him were cherubs offering bowls of incense 
and below the two pregnant sentences: “L’Homme 
Qui Vient. Le Maitre de Demain” (“The Coming 
Man. The Master of Tomorrow”). 
ourselves, “could have inspired such blasphemy ?” 
the following page the leading article, bearing the above. 
ing, enlarged upon this fearful theme. We quote 
the gist of the article. “The epoch in which we live 
resembles strongly other epochs of antiquity in which 
have appeared Messiahs, or in other words, men provi- 
dentially raised up, called by Humanity each time 
when crises ‘arise from which man cannot extricate 
himself. When the Jews, instead of offering their 
pure sacrifices to Jehovah, turned to Baal, or to, the 
calf of gold, and suffered therefrom manifold agenies 
and disgrace, then they called their Messiah and. he 
appeared! When the Romans were menaced by their 
enemy neighbors they chose a Dictator. And since the 
Belgians have learned of the Italians’ improved morale, 
by reason of their Dictator, is it not time that_they 
also demand either a Messiah or a Dictator? Every 
one is talking about it! From duchesses down to jani- 
tors it is on every lip. It is said, ‘Do not know 


what every one is about? He ts coming, the 
Man of Providence, the Saviour, the Dictator, -the 
Master. He is growing in the shadow, like the Mes- 


siah of Annie Besant. He is being trained. He is 
being prepared. He is being initiated.’ And,” the 
article continues, and we-can only interject, “God for- 
bid that it could be so,” “Antwerp will be his cradle, 
He will arise out of the Scheldt River. . . . Who is this 
man of mystery? He will reveal himself at the same 
time both as master and as God. . He will be the Word 
and the Fact!” ae 

Then are mentioned as possibilities some of. Bel- 
gium’s leading statesmen, but these are rejected in 
these words: “These are only the precursors, the an- 
nouncers,—nothing more. You think that we are 
amusing ourselves in writing thus? Whether one jokes 
about it orano, one thing is certain, — we shall welcome 
anyone no matter from whence comes, who will 
bring order out of our chaos, We will greet our Mes- 
siah saviour. with palms and with incense! But who 
will he be, this Saviour, this Dictator, this Messiah?” 

Then follows an imaginary portrait of him, c - 
ing his dictatorship to that of Napoleon and conclud- 
ing: “Toujours Lui, Lui Partout, Toujours Sa Grande 
Image!” (“Himself always, Himself everywhere, Al- 
ways his great image!”) And the article concludes 
by. saying that the Messiah, the Dictator for whom 
they are looking, must above all be a good financier, 
—a man whose hands will be filled with bank notes 

Poor Belgium, — law-abiding, industrious, valiant, —~ 
but driven to such extremities by sin and the failure of 
all human efforts at the alleviation of her miseries, 
that she could turn hopefully to the Antichrist! - But, 
bless God, our witness is burning brightly and we are 
continuing steadfastly to hold forth the faithful Word 
and the results are constantly bringing us joy and 
thanksgiving. . : : 

The other day there went to be with his Lord our dear 
old Brother Vilain from the Borinage,—a man whose 
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aged. face looks out at the reader from one-of the 
ges of “A New ‘Invasion of Belgium.” 4 # “with 
is wife, was among the earliest converts of the Mis- 
sion in that mining-town. Since his gonversion in 1920 
he underwent much persecution on the part of ‘his 
family, but he bore all with patience and exemplary 
sweetness. His last. words were: “I am washed. in 
His Blood. 
do I need?” ‘ 
How many other interesting accounts of conversions 
we could cite! . Here in Brussels recently occurred 
the bright conversion of a young man who-has since 
borne a good testimony to those about him. ‘He ‘sur- 
rendered to the pastor his “scapulaire” of St. Thérése, 


4. é., a little bag’of cloth in-which was hidden, wrappéd- 


up in:a -bit’ of r, a small piece of the floor of the 
infirmary whére Bt. Thérése died. This “scapulaire” 


worn on the chest was said to have the virtue of: 


guarding its happy possessors from all evil. — 

And from Flanders comes this last beautiful story 
of the saving, transforming grace of God In-one 
of the stations of the “Mission near to the Dutch fron- 
tier there lives a married couple with two children. 
The mother was converted last year in our tent cam- 
paign im that place. Her husband-was a drunkard“and 
beat her mercilessly, and with a drunkard’s unreason- 


able and unnatural hatred of those nearest-to him, he - 


had formed an intense aversion to his daughter. and 
had dfiven her away from the house. In order not to 
starve, the poor child was compelled to go to work 
in the coal mines. Several times this girl sought to 
return home, as she loved her mother very tenderly, 
but each time she was forced to beat a hasty retreat 
for fear of being murdered by her father. The very 
mention of her name was sufficient to drive this cruel 
man into fits of rage. While his wife was attending 
the meetings in the Gospel tent last summer this poor 
man roamed about the outside and thus was seized 
by the power of the Word. He ceased his drinking. 
He became actively interested, and wholly changed. 
Now what a transformation in that home that was 


formerly the scandal of the village! They have be- 


come rather a blessing to their neighborhood. Where 


before there were curses and fights, now there is the 
singing of hymns and the reading of God’s Word. 
The daughter has returned home and is truly loved by 
her father. The people around marvel. ; 

And so one could continue recounting the manifold 
works of God here in Belgium and we take fresh 
courage, even in setting down in writing these glorious 
stories of. conversions, realizing afresh that “they that 
be with us are more than they that be with them.” 

From the pulpit the clergy may command the peo- 
ple neither to sell nor to. rent property to wus, yet 
God gives us little halls one after the other through- 
out the land. The people are commanded to destroy 
or not accept our literature, yet in two months we 
have a report from the Provinces of Walloonie of 
16,000 journals sold, 2,466 New Testaments and Bibles, 
and over 20,000 tracts given away. So we say humbly, 
eat, poner “If God be for us, who can be against 
us 


Brusséts, Betcrum. 





1“A New Invasion of Belgium,” by Philip E. Howard, may 
be had from The Sunday Sehool Times Company, Philadel- 
phia, $2, postage 15 cents. 


From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
7 By Ernest Gordon 


For the days shall come upon thee, that... 
(Luke 19: 43). 


[- SEEMS hardly possible that after nearly two 
thousand years of study the New. Testament should 
still hold undetected things. Perhaps the following 
has been noticed before, but it is indicated in none of 
the translations which are at the writer’s disposal. 

Luke 19:43 reads in the Authorized Version, “For 
the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall 




















_ cast a trench about thee.” It isa mistranslation which 


the Revised Version follows. The Greek reads, “For 
the days shall come upon thee and thine enemies shall 
cast a trench about thee.” 

What is the significance which this kai, “and,” 
carries? To understand it one must turn back to the 
fourth of Luke and the synagogue of Nazareth. Our 
Lord is announcing the program of his ministry and 
he does it in a quotation from the sixty-first of Isa- 
iah. It should be noted that there are six items quoted, 
In other words, we have an incomplete series. The 
Saviour stops before the words, “The, day of vengeance 
of our God.” The time has not come to announce 
this. He closes the book, hands it to. the minister, and 


- begins to say, “This day is this Scripture fulfilled in 


your ears,” that is, a promise of a Gospel for the poor, 
deliverance of the captive, recovering of sight to the 
blind, and the rest, ending with the acceptable year of 
the Lord. 

But Israel had rejected Him.~ The sevenfold expe- 


“rience which he tells his disciples should befall him 


(Luke 18:32) —betrayal to the Gentiles, mocking, 





I am sealed by His Spirit. What. else’ 
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scourging, and the rest— demands a sevenfold and 
cothpleté judgment. This is prophesied in Luke 19: 43 
and ‘the ‘first. item: of .the-series 1s, “For the days- shall 
come upori thee,” 

What-did ‘our Lord mean? 


quotation from Isaiah“61. The days of vengeance of 


Nothing less than that-~ 
the titie had now come for the fulfillment of the efitire- 










our God are now imminent. This he specifically affirms 
in Luke 21: 22 when in~his discourse on the’ Mount-of 
Olives he amplifies upon Israel’s coming. fate. “These 
be the days of vengeance,” he says, “of the fulfilling 
of all things that are written,” in contrast.to “this scrip- 
ture” of the Nazareth synagogue discourse. 

New: Hampton, ‘N. H. 











» “How it was’ done. impartially and 
without confusion —. 








| Dividing: a School for an Attendance Contest. 


By Leslie E. Dunkin. 








One: problem. that: every Sunday-school superintendent has .faced -in planning an attendance contest has been . . 
that ‘of dividing ‘the«schoolt in a way: that will: be fair and ‘satisfactory ‘to: all. -Mr: Dunkin tells: hew the 
‘problem -was solved in his Sunday-schaol, in connection witha year-round attendance ‘campaign. . 

** How We Won and Held a Large Attendance,’’ is a worth while manual of tested’ attendance ways 
of wotking..- Thebooklet. may be had from The Sunday School Times Company at 25 cents. 


HARMONIOQUS' division of -the pupils.-for an 

attendance campaign, described-in-the article “A 
Year-Round Attendance Campaign,” in The Sunday 
School Times of February 6, 1926, was: made-by the 
Intermediate Department of the’ Central Christian 
Sunday-School of Huntington, Indiana. This laid a 
strong foundation for better and easier efforts during 
the campaign. 

The first step in the harmonious division was to 
make a popular choice of leaders for the two sides. 
The boys and girls were gathered together in one 
large body to decide on their own leaders. The best 
requirements for the ideal leaders were outlined care- 
fully to them, so there would not be a mad rush 
toward some popular boy or girl, who would not make 
a good leader. To be fair to both groups of pupils, 
it was decided to have a boy for one of the main 
leaders, and a girl for the other. Five boys were 
nominated for the place, and also five girls. Ballots 
were distributed, to let each pupil vote for one boy 
and one girl. The three lowest ones in each group 
were dropped, and the pupils voted again. This was 
for their choice for one of the two boys and one of 
the two girls. The winning boy and the winning girl 
were the popular choice before any division had been 
made among the pupils. 

The second step of the harmonious division was to 
classify the pupils according to, their attendance rec- 
ords; When there are twelve on one side and twelve 
on the other, it does not mean that the pupils have been 
equally divided. The first group of twelve may be 
largely those who attend regularly, while the second 
group may be largely those who are irregular in their 
attendance. From: this point of view the division 
would not be equal. An attendance classification needs 
to be made first. 

The pupils were placed in three classifications — 
the regulars, the irregulars, and the “dead wood.” 
The teachers and the superintendent took the attend- 
ance records for the past two months for these clas- 
sifications. Any pupil who -had not missed more 
than two of the eight Sundays of the past two months 
was classified as a regular. Any pupil who had 
missed from three to five Sundays was clas- 
sified as irregular, Any pupil who had missed more 
than five of the eight Sundays was classified as 
“dead wood.” Of course, the pupils themselves were 
never told how each name on their roll stood. This 
classification was exclusively for the superintendent 
and the teachers.” Had thé pupils known how the clas- 
sifications were in their class, hard feelings might 
have arisen. hs eli 

The third step of. the harmonious. division was to 
divide these three classifications of ‘pupils equally and 
fairly between the two sides. ‘The names of the 
regular pupils were numbered. Each number was 
placed on a small square piece of cardboard. These 
numbers for the regular pupils were then placed in 
a hat and were shaken up. With the hat raised above 
the head, the superintendent reached into it for the 
first member of one side, and then for the first 
member on the other side, drawing out the num- 
bered cards. This same process was followed for the 
irregular and then the “dead wood” members. Not 
until all the numbers were drawn were the names of 
the pupils on either side known. The numbers of the 
two leaders were withheld from the drawing. The 
numbers were then referred to the numbered list to 
make a list of the names for each side. The method 
of drawing was explained to the pupils. 

Since the leaders of both sides had been chosen by 
popular vote, since the pupils had been classified on 
the basis of their attendance records, and since the 
division of the names had been made in a fair and to- 
tally impartial way, we laid down a rule at the first that 
after the names of the two sides had been announced, 
under. no condition could there be any changes from 
one ‘side to the other —our fourth step. The pupils 


could see the fairness of the division, and the majority 
of them were willing to abide by the decision of the 
drawings. 

Boys and girls are human, so naturally. there were 
some complaints. These complaints proved to be 
only temporary. No dissension arose over the de- 
cision of the drawings. To reach a neutral de- 
cision, and to satisfy the boys and girls on both sides, 
we took our fifth step by providing a committee to 
take under consideration any serious complaints. For- 
tunately this committee did not have to function, but 
it was present for any possible emergency. The com- 
mittee consisted of the generals and the class captains 
for both sides and the superintendent, who was a mem- 
ber of neither side. All the complaints that arose 
were answered by the superintendent or by one of the 
other members of the committee, with the provision 
that if so desired, the complaint could be presented to 
the entire committee for a final decision, but this was 
never insisted upon by the pupil having the grievance 
or the question. : 

The most common question or complaint was some- 
thing like this: “Mary and I belong to the same bunch 
at school, but we’re on different sides in this. Can’t 
one of us change so we can be together?” This was 
not restricted to the girls. For two reasons we re- 
fused such requests. In the first place, to start to 
make changes would mean there would be no end to 
it, and the result would be confusion. In the second 
place, to grant this special request would mean to 
recognize a group or clique among the pupils. Spe- 
cial and exclusive cliques will spoil any organization, 

The five definite steps brought us five definite re- 
sults that made a harmonious division. They were: 
(1) Everybody was satisfied with both leaders. (2) 
The classification made both sides equal in strength. 
(3) The impartial drawing of names wiped out any 
chance of favoritism. (4) The “no change”. rule pre- 
vented confusion. (5) The “no change” rule and the 
complaint committee broke up any possible cliques 
and prevented further. dissension. We were left free 
to turn our attention to boosting and maintaining 
the attendance —the main purpose of the campaign. 


Hvuntinecton, Ino. 
we 


Singing Mothers 
By Maud. Frazer - Jackson 


O ALL heroic souls high praise, 

All those who serve their brothers ; 
But when the great you crown with bays, 
Forget not singing mothers ; 
The kind, the patient mothers 
.Whose hours of toil are long ; 
‘Who trust in God though dark the skies, 
Keep smiling in their children’s eyes 
And sing a cheery song, 


No organ in cathedral vast, 

No trained and vested choir, 

When doubt my soul has overcast, 
Can faith anew inspire 

Like mother’s tender singi: 

That banished childhood’s tears. 
Sweet echoes from the golden shore 
Sound in my heart forevermore, 
The Music of the Spheres. 


Unlettered in theology 

And isms, this, the other, 
Undoubted is God’s Word by me— 
I had a singing mother ; 

Who came through tribulations 
With heart still brave and strong ; 
Who proved to me from day to day 
That help is.given when we pray 
And. Faith fills life with song. 
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Subterranean Kirjath-Sepher 
Pinding ifleen fect underground” =~ BY Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D<, LL.D., riiisi.c1, 253, Theclogical, Seminary, sna 




















gate. It is a land of caves; there was nothing 

surprising that the pick should reveal some cavern 
among the ledges of rocks that underlie the city. 
This would probably be no more than a hole in the 
ground like a hundred other holes in which the peo- 
ple live around about us. The Horites are still in the 
land, People who try to understand cave dwellers 
as surely very ancient and primitive people will need 
to revise their anthropology. Our butter and our 
Leben come from cave dwellers; our bread is baked 
by cave dwellers; there are very few people in all this 
part of the territory of Judah who live in what we 
call houses. They are cave dwellers. 

But the rumor grew from a cave to a “big cave,” 
and possibilities of a secret storage place of the city 
sent a thrill through members of the staff, and the ef- 
fect among the workmen was nothing short of a real 
sensation, They never can get entirely rid of the idea 
that these archeologists are seeking treasure; the idea 
that we should come here and spend good money to 
find a lot of old potsherds and broken down walls, and 
the ruins of houses is to them the height of absurdity. 
They believe nothing of the sort. Ss a peasant of 
Dhaheriyeh expressed it, “These Europeans are seek- 
ing money and they have found a lot of it. The Euro- 
peans know just where to look for money.” So now 
the workmen thought, “They have come at last to the 
‘hid treasure.’ ” ; 

There was great and growing excitement; feverishly 
they worked to enlarge the opening that they might 
enter the cave. A great stone fell down and choked 
the entrance, but a sledge and many mighty blows pul- 
verized this rock bit by bit until at last it was deemed 
possible to enter, at least to squeeze in. Then candles 
were brought and preparation made for exploration, 
and a rope for possible emergencies, if anybody fell 
into a pit. Two or three of the Arabs, including the 
old man who found the opening to the cave, were al- 
lowed to enter first, that they might not suspect us of 
finding and appropriating the “treasure.” Behind these 
crept in two of the staff and all soon disappeared and 
their voices died away. They were gone a long time, 
so long that I began to fear they had fallen into a 
pit, or lost their way in a labyrinth. At last their 
voices were heard again and presently they emerged, — 
about the most excited dent I have ever seen. They 
were grimy and disheveled from creeping on hands 
and knees and were perspiring like politicians on elec- 
tion day. Even the members of the staff were so ex- 
cited they could hardly talk coherently. “The biggest 
thing ever!” “No end to the grotto!” “A great un- 
derground labyrinth of corridors and rooms!” And 
the old bandit who found the mouth of the cavern, 
for he is an ex-bandit and we were not sure that he 
was entirely ex-, nearly lost control of himself and 
dropped the ex-. He made some very bandit-like re- 
marks. We did not consider them dangerous, but they 
were ominous; they showed that “the old man of sin” 
was very strong in him yet, if only the restraints of 
civilization were removed. He was about like an ex- 


Tene. were rumors of a cave near the east 


cannibal might be supposed to be who smelled a canni- 
bal feast cooking. This old man saw visions of count- 
less treasure flitting through his mind, if we could 
somehow be gotten out of the way. 

The next day or so as the entrance was enlarged 
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WITHIN THE EAST GATE (looking east toward the “very green and fertile spot”’) 





a bit, another examination 
of the grotto was made 
more soberly, the Arabs 
still going ahead. Even our 
old bandit quieted down 
and lost most of his exuber- 
ance since he did not see 
any heaps of gold or catch 
us secreting treasure. But 
while the first excitement 
was exaggerated, the real 
facts were.startling enough. 
Here, just about fifteen 
feet below the city, was 
a great storage place for 
grain and water that these 
supplies might be se- 
creted for times of siege. 
The stone water pipe de- 
scribed in a former article 
was traced to a point over 
this grotto. Enclosures 
manifestly for the heaping 
up of grain were found in 
the rooms of the grotto. 
The mouths of great cis- 
terns yawned. The corri- 
dors were traced in several 
directions for forty or fifty 
yards and then were so 
choked up that we could not with safety proceed. 
The corridors and rooms were almost completely 
choked up with soil which had been carried in for 
the purpose of filling up the place. At first we sup- 
posed the place had been choked up by the falling of 
chips from the scaly roof of the grotto, but it was 
soon evident that it was not so. The débris was not at 
all such material as the stone roof could supply, but fine 
soil from without. It had been brought in, but whether 
by the people of the city to choke up the place against 
an enemy or by an enemy to render even this part of 
the city forever: useless, we could not know. If the 
inhabitants did it, then we may expect rich finds of 
antiquities carried in here in- a vain effort to escape 
the enemy. -We will not find the “treasure” the Arabs 
expect, for money in our sense of the term was un- 
known, though it is not impossible that treasure by 
weight may appear. We hope not, for it means wran- 
gling and trouble among the workmen, or we must give 
them the full value of the treasure for the find. 
We set about clearing out the rubbish. The pottery 
found near the place where we broke in, which seemed 
a natural cavern, was mainly Israelite, « ¢., of the 
Iron Age, or perhaps late Canaanite at the beginning 
of the Iron Age, but later much Bronze Age pottery 
was found, and as the clearing out goes on, the ten- 
dency seems to be toward the earlier periods of the 
history of the city. at 3 an 
It is well known that these ancient fenced cities 
were obliged to provide a secret water supply accessible 
within the city, but not accessible without. It was 
so at Jerusalem; it was so at Gezer, Indeed, no such 
walled city could hold out long in time of siege with- 
out a living spring accessible within the walls which 
could not be choked up by the enemy. All the water in 
this community is far underground. It is fifty feet to 
the water in the “upper and 
the nether springs” or 
wtiis, of Kirjath-sepher. 
There are no springs which 
come out to the surface 
anywhere in this region, — 
deep wells must be made in 
order to reach living water. 
Opposite the city at a short 
distance across the narrow 
east valley is a very green 
and fertile spot in which 


trees. Without doubt there 
is water down underneath 
that spot, though it nowhere 
comes to the surface. This 
grotto’ under the city lies 
exactly opposite, and at a 
point within the city nearest 
to this green spot. It is to 
be expected that somewhere 
in the grotto is the secret 
passage leading down to the 
water so that the city would 
have a perennial supply of 
fresh water, and water that 
could not be shut off by an 
enemy, 





KIRJATH-SEPHER'S GREAT EAST GATE 
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_ Later in the excavations, when the work of uncovere 
ing the west gate had progressed nearly to completion, 
the great tower, or fortress, on the north side of the 
gate was found to contain a room in the bottom of 
which was an entrance to another grotto. Around the 
mouth the fury of the assault of Nebuchadnezzar had 
raged so that the whole room had been filled with fire, 
—a terrible — Indeed, the burning at this 
point left more evidence than perhaps at any othen 
point around the walls and the en. This grotto was 
evidently first a natural cave, afterward much enlarged 
by excavation, Like the cave at the east gate, it con- 
sisted of corridors and rooms for storage. This place 
also was so choked up that it was impossible to de- 
termine the whole extent of it. Cisterns yawned 
here, and this place, equally with the grotto at the 
—_, gate, was a part of the city’s defenses in times 
of siege. _ : 

These two great underground defenses add another 
striking evidence of the engineering knowledge and skill 
of both the Canaanites and the Israelites. who followed 
them. This attests once more that which is every- 
where manifest here at Kirjath-sepher, that the civil- 
ization of all that period from 2000 B. C. to the days 
of Nebuchadnezzar was of a much higher order than 
has even been claimed by those who have believed in 
the culture of that age, and completely refutes beyond 
redemption the theory that the Patriarchal and earl 
Israelite age was of a very low culture out of whic 
nothing is to be expected until.after a long period of 
development. This is the confident and ever deepen- 
ing conviction of nearly every one who does research 
work in Bible lands. 

KirJATH-SEPHER. 
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Those Sunday School Times 
Radio Nights at Berachah 


Teouck the courtesy of the Berachah Church, 


of Philadelphia, as announced in the issue of June 
12, The Sunday School Times is to be in charge of the 
Sunday-school lesson hour each week during the month 
of July, at station WRAX, the newly opened broad- 
casting unit of Berachah Church on Allegheny Ave- 
nue between Sixteenth and Seventeenth Streets. 
_ Owing to a change of plans at the station, the Sun- 
day-school lesson period will come on Thursday eve- 
nings, from 8 to 8.45 o'clock, instead of on Tuesday 
evenings, as previously announced. During this period 
there will be Gospel na by rs and friends of 
The Sunday School Times staff and a thirty-minute 
International Sunday-school lesson exposition. Mr. 
Philip E. Howard, President of The Sunday School 
Times Company, Mr. D. T. Richman, Assistant Treas- 
urer, and Mr. John W. Lane, Jr., Associate Editor, 
will share in the lesson exposition. : 

It is hoped that many Sunday School Times readers 
will tune their radios to the wave length of 268 meters 
during these Thursday nights in July and join in these 
services, 

Will you not also, week by week, pray for those who 
are conducting the services, asking that God may use 
and richly bless this ministry ? 





Lesson for July 18 
Exodus 2:11 to 4: 18 
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LESSON 





<n een 


3. JULY 18. 


THE CALL OF MOSES 


International Uniform Lesson.—Exodus 2: 11 to 4: 18 
Golden Text.— Certainly I will be with thee.—Exodus 3: 12 














The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 
Foreword 
My power is faint and low 
Till I have learned to serve: 
It wants the needed fire to glow, 
It wants the breeze to nerve; 
It cannot drive the world 
Until itself be driven; 
Its flag can only be unfurled 
When Thou shalt breathe “from heaven. 
G. Matheson, 


The Historical Setting 


: HE renunciation by Moses of his position in the 
Egyptian royal family and his subsequent flight 
_& to Midian may perhaps have taken place in the 
' sixteenth year of the reign of Thotmes I, This mon- 
, arch reigned twenty-one years. On his death, his 
‘ daughter Hatasu © queen under the regency of 
~ her mother Ahmes, This queen reigned twenty years 
- alone, but after the death of her mother she was <nar- 
_ ried to her half-brother, Thotmes II, and their joint 
reign lasted another fifteen years. So we have Moses’ 
> sojourn in Midian made up thus: 
Remainder of the reign of Thotmes I ...,... 5 years 
Hatasu’s whole reign ....sccccsscccscecececs a 
Joint reign of Hatasu and Thotmes II ,.....1¢g “ 


40 


The ‘death of Thotmes II is shrouded in mystery 
as far as the Egyptian monuments are concerned. 
This might well be the case if he were really the 
king who suffered such an ignominious and tragic 

. overthrow. At any rate, after his death, Hatasu, now 

. his widow, reigned alone once again. I put this his- 
torical sketch forward with diffidence because the 
learned archeological editor, Dr. Kyle, accepts Meremp- 
tah as the Pharaoh of the Exodus. But he would 

© probably admit that all our Egyptian identifications 

are precarious. 

The Expository Meaning 

Chapter 2: 11.—Moses was grown. He was now forty 
years of age (Acts 7:23). Unto his brethren. They 
had been brethren by the accident of birth and now 
were so by the deliberate choice of Moses’ will. We 
are not told how this consciousness of race unity had 
been maintained all these years, But we are told in 
Hebrews 11 that it was not merely the impulse of a 
blind patriotism, but a living faith in a living God 
which made Moses take the steps he did. Smuting a 
Hebrew. It is one thing to hear of oppression and 
injustice at a distanceé+’ It is quite another to see it 
operating in all its ugliness. 

Verse 12.—Smote the Egyptian. Moses mingled 
native caution with his boldness. “He looked this way 
and that” before he killed his man, But then he acted. 
It was the act of an impetuous, not to say imperious 
nature. Doubtless, Moses in thus killing the man was 
only putting into practice some of the lessons which 
he had learned at the Egyptian court. The law, “Who- 
so sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be 
shed” (Gem. 9:6), was of course valid then as it still 
is. But the avenging of blood is not to be a matter 
of private passion. . 

Verse 15.—Moses fled. “By faith he forsook Egypt” 
(Heb. 11:27). But this flight was not through faith 
which is the fear of God, but through the fear of 
man. His forsaking Egypt is rather expressed in 
his self-identification with his people (v. 11). Prob- 
Jably long before this he had begun to make protests 

against the policy which was drenching the land with 
- .}imnocent blood. And likely enough jealous counselors 
had learned how to lessen Moses’ influence by some 
whispered reproach as to his own Hebrew kinship. 
But such reproach was to him “greater riches than the 
treasures of Egypt” (Heb. 11:26). 
called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter (Heb. 11:24) 
seems to imply that some formal rupture had taken 
place, as to which Exodus is silent. So when Moses 
heard of Pharaoh’s anger, and learned that his breth- 
ren were not disposed to rally to him, he fled. Midian, 
Probably somewhere in the Siniatic peninsula. 


Verse 21.—Zipporah. The wife seems not to have 
brought much joy or blessing into her husband’s life. 
And the name of Moses’ firstborn reflects the father’s 
unsatisfied heart. He is still longing for his people 
and for the fulfillment of God’s word. Moses’ whole 
life was a lonely one. Miriam and Aaron united 
against him (Num. 12:1, 2). Zipporah endangered 


. 


her husband’s life rather than obey the covenant re- 
quirement of circumcision. And when she complied at 
- last it was with a taunt (Exod. 4: 24-26). 


She did 





Refusing to be . 


Devotional Reading: Psalm go: 12-17. 
Reference Material; Acts 7 ‘kas (| 11: 24-26, 
i opic: Moses at the Burning Bush. 

Lesson Material: Exodus 3: 1-12. 

Memory Verse : Certainly I will be with thee.—Exod. 3: x2. 
Junior Topic :. Moses the S: 

Lesson Material : Exodus 3: 1-12, 

rst Verse: Now therefore go, and I will be with thy 

mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt speak.—Exod. 4 : 12. 

i ‘ Mesesto a Great Task. 


te ‘opic: God Calls 
People and Adults; Facing a Great 


Topic for Young 











The -portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
3310-15; 4: 10-12 
3:10 Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto 
Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people the 
children of Israel out of Egypt. 11 And Moses said unto 
God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I 
should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt? 12 
And: he said, Certainly I will be with thee; and this shall 
be the token unto thee, that I have sent thee: when thou 
hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve 

God upon this mountain. 


13 And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto 
the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, The God 
of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say 
to me, What is his mame? what shall I say unto them? 14 
And God said unto Moses, 1I am that I am: and he said, 
Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, 21 am hath 
sent me unto you. 15 And God said moreover unto Moses, 
Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, Jehovah, 
the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God .of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this 
is my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all 
generations. 

4:10 And Moses said unto Jehovah, Oh, Lord, I am not 
8S eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken 
unto thy servant; for I am slow of speech, and of a slow 
tongue. 11 And Jehovah said unto him, Who hath made 
man’s mouth? or who maketh a man dumb, or deaf, or 
seeing, or blind? is it not I Jehovah? 12 Now therefore go, 
and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou 
shalt speak. 


2Or, I am, because I am; or, I am who am; or, I 
will be that I will be. 2Heb., Ehyeh. From the same 
root as Jehovah. *Heb., a man of words. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








not share her husband’s perils in Egypt and only re- 
joined him when the victory over Amalek spread his 
fame abroad (18:2). Moses’ children are of no ac- 
count, and his grandson was the founder of a danger- 
ous schism (Jud, 18:30). 

Chapter 3:1.—Jethro may be a title, while Reuel 
was the priest’s proper name. Back of the wilderness, 
4. @., the west. The mountain of God. Horeb is so 
called here by anticipation. Moses has now graduated 
in the academy of the desert. The prince who had 
been accustomed to move in the royal court circles has 
had to be content with the society of the wandering 
Bedouin, He who has directed armies now is confined 
to leading flocks. He whose life had been passed in 
the bustle of camps and courts and amid the move- 
ment of great events now learns the lessons of lone- 
liness. Through nature Moses came into closer touch 
with God. It is necessary to observe that not all com- 
muning with the works of God in nature is a com- 
muning with God himself. It is possible for the soul 
to be detained in the outer courts of creation and never 
to pass through into audience with the Creator him- 
self. But when a man knows that he does not live by 
bread alone, but by God’s word, when he realizes that 
he does not live by the material, but also, and chiefly, 
by the spiritual, then the material can begin to be a 
help to the understanding of the spiritual. For forty 
years Moses was leading his lonely life and learning 
the deep things of God. 


Verse 2.—The angel of Jehovah. Moses was eighty 
years of age by now. Most of his life lay behind him, 
but his life work had not yet begun. The humblest 
labor, however, is a preparation for receiving God’s 
revelation, But discontent is a preparation for nothing. 
Note the use of the definite article in the = 
angel of Jehovah.” This angel speaks in the voice of 
Jehovah himself. He does not announce God's mes- 
sage at second hand. In his mysterious being we are 

robably to discern the second person of the blessed 


rinity, the eternal Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ. . 


The bush burned. Fire is one of the regular Bible 
sytnbols of God. “Thy God is a devouring fire” (Deut. 
4:24). “Who among us can dwell with everlastin 
burnings?” (Isa. 33:14.), A celebrated poet has sai 
Earth’s crammed with heaven, 
And every common bush afire with God. 


That of course is trie in the sense that all nature is 
living, and meving and having its being in God (Acts 
17:28). But the experience of Moses meant much 
more than this. It was not that his eyes were opened 


rase “the : 


to understand nature in a new way, but that he saw 
the evidences of God’s personal presence. There is 
a great deal of vague pantheism abroad in the Church 
today. God is in nature and nature is in God. That 
is true. But it is not true that God and nature are 
identical terms. God is in every bush, but not as he 
was in this particular bush on this particular occasion. 
He was there in the reality of his own person. The 
fear of the Lord (Psa. 111: 10) which 1s the begin- 
ning of wisdom means the recognition of the person- 
ality of Jehovah. And the fear of the Lord in the 
Old. Testament corresponds to faith in this primary 
meaning of it in the New Testament. 


Verse 5.—Put off thy shoes. One of the first things 
that God would have us learn is the solemn fact of 
h‘s holiness. Sooner or later in all our work for God 
we are brought face to face with this. And even after 
we have had our first lesson we need it repeated con- 
stantly. Remember Isaiah, and Daniel, and Peter, and 
John. Fresh revelation of their beloved Lord in each 
case meant fresh revelation of his holiness. Nothing 
can bring about conviction of sim as this does. And 
nothing so leads to true repentance as this, For: the 
more deeply a man has sunk in sin the less able he is 
to repent. And the holier a man is the deeper will his 
repentance be. The African missionary, Dan Craw- 
ford, has written “as men ome familiar with sin, 
they become ignorant of its character.” Without holi- 
ness “no man shall see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14), and 
no man can effectively serve him. Holiness is a pre- 
requisite for the Sunday-school teacher today as it 
was for Moses. And the first step toward a holy 
life is when we come to recognize God’s holiness. The 
place whereon thou standest is holy grownd. It is 
his presence that makes a place holy. But the place 
with the most sacred associations, without God’s pres- 
ence, ceases to be holy. This is just what the religion- 
ists of all ages fail to understand. The Jews regarded 
the temple as holy even after it was left to them deso- 
late (Matt. 23:38). But God meets with his people 
anywhere. The whole earth is his antechamber. 

Where’er men seek thee thou art found, 
And every spot is hallowed ground. 


Verse 8.—A land flowing with milk and honey, i. ¢., 
a land fruitful with grass and flowers. Canaanites 
were, strictly speaking, the inhabitants of the coast 
lands of Palestine bordering the Mediterranean. Though 
later the name came to be given to the whole of the 
earlier dwellers in Palestine, whether inland or coast- 
land people. The Hittites lived in the north, near and 
around the Lebanon. Their capital was Carchemish on 
the Euphrates. For a long time all records of the Hit- 
tites were lost except in the pages of the Old Testa- 
ment. But modern exploration has_ rediscovered 
them for us. They were a Mongoloid race with 
yellow skins, black hair which the men wore in 
the form of a pigtail, receding brows, and obtrusive 
upper jaws. They wore boots turned up at the toes like 
the Mongols. They were at one time a very powerful 
nation. The Amorites were highlanders living in the 
center of Palestine. The Perizzites were probably not 
a separate people, but the agricultural peasantry liv- 
ing im unwalled villages. The Hivites were similarly 
village dwellers, but chiefly engaged in cattle raising. 
The Jebusites lived in Jerusalem 

Verse 11—Who am I... ? Forty years earlier 
Moses had been somebody in his own eyes. Now he is 
hobody. The Bible is so absolutely fair to the people 
whose biographies it records. Moses had been saved 
from and trained out of one fault of character. But 
he is falling into another. His is the temptation of the 
middle-aged. The impetuogity of youth has been 
curbed, but the fires of youth have died down, the 
driving power is languishing. Moses was settlirig down 
into the routine of_his life, The freshness of early 
vigor was going. Only God can keep us fresh in our 
work. -Preoccupation with himself was. the cause of 
unbelief.. And his unbelief was not really so much 
modesty as a criticism of God for calling him, 

Verse 12.—I will be with thee. God meets unbelief 
and distrust by promise. The token was not to be 
given, observe, until obedience was complete. 

Verse 14.—I am that I am, This is the grammatical 
basis of the word Jehovah. So Jehovah means the 
self-existent. one. “I am” implies God’s immutability. 
He is the unchanging one. The same yesterday, today, 
and forever. Man is always being shaped by his yes- 
terdays.. With God is no variableness (Jas. 1:17). 
Man, too, is being shaped by his hoped for tomorrows. 
His. hopes tielp to mould him. But God will be just 
the same tomorrow as today. This “I am” was the 
title: which the Lord Jesus, the meek and lowly of 
“heart, did not hesitate to claim for himself: “Beford 
Abraham was born, I am” (John 8:58). For further 
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study see Professor Kyle’s “Moses and the Monuments,” 
p. 62f.. (May be had from The Sunday School 
Times Co., $2, plus 15 cents postage. ) ; : 

Verse 15.—My name —the objective manifestation 
of God’s nature. My memorial — the subjective recog- 
nition of God's nature by man. 

Chapter 4:2.—Rod, Probably the ordinary shep- 
herd’s crook or even a simple stick, A rod is an apt 
type of oppression (comp. Isa. 9:4). Cast upon the 
ground it became a serpent, ugly and menacing. Laid 
hold of by Moses it became again a rod in his hand. 
The suggestiveness of the incident is plain. The lep- 
rous hand miraculously cleansed is equally clear in its 
significance. The hand that wields the rod of God 
must be a cleansed hand, actuated by a cleansed heart. 


Verse 9.—Blood. The last of the three signs was 
rophetic of the coming judgments upon Egypt. The 
Nile has always been the source of fertility in that 
rainless land. And in ancient times the river was per- 
sonified and worshiped. The sign means that God's 
judgments will be poured out upon the idols of Egypt 
and upon its. whole religious system. We are often 
told that a people’s own religion is good enough for 
them. God does not think so. True religion is not 
a matter of opinion, but of fact. And false religions 
are so terrible because they are lies and not truth. 
The late Dr. Dixon has said that the thing which has 
done the most harm in the world, next to sin, is re- 
ligion. . 
The Homiletical Form 


1. Every task faithfully performed is a preparation 
for something more, either here or hereafter. Com- 
pare the rewards for fidelity (Luke 19:17). 

2. God’s choice, call, and commission of his agents. 

3. God's provision for Moses’ weakness. 

(1) “I will send thee’ (3: 10) — Commission. 

(2) “I will be with thee” (v. 12) — Companionship. 

(3) “I am” (v. 14) — Character. 

(4) The three signs (4: 1-9) — Authority. 

(5) “I will be with thy mouth” (v. 12) — Power. 
(6) The co-operation of Aaron — Human fellowship. 


The Topical Values 


1. The flame in the bush typifies among other things 
the following : 
(1) The deity of the Lord Jesus Christ in his hu- 
manity. 
(2) The inspiration of God in the human speech of 
the writers of the Bible. 
(3) The Holy Ghost indwelling the Christian. 
(4) God’s judgment in the sinner (Isa. 66:24). 
2. Moses a type of Christ as deliverer. 
(1) Divinely en. 
(2) Rejected by his own people. 
(3) Marrying a Gentile bride. 
(4) Finally accepted by his people. 
3. Moses typifies Christ in his functions as 
(1) Prophet (Deut. 18:15). 
(2) Advocate and intercessor (Exod. 17). 
(3) Leader (Deut. 33:4; Heb. 2: 10). 


The Practical Aim 
The practical aim of this lesson should be summed 
up in the command, “Whatsoever ye do, work heartily, 
as unto the Lord, and not unto men” (Col. 3: 23). 
TunsripcE WELLS, Enc. 


ee ‘ 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. -Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 
HY did Moses leave Egypt? 


2. How old was he when he refused to be called the 
son of Pharaoh’s daughter? 


3. How long did he stay in Midian? . 


4. With what other lives has Mount Horeb been especially 
connected? 


s. What was Moses doing when God called him? 


6. What three great factors entered into Moses’ call beside 
the direct one from the burning bush? 


7. Who were the Hittites? 
8 What excuses did Moses offer to God? 
9. How did God answer them? 


10. Give some parallels to the promise, “I will be with 
thee” (Exod. 3 : 12). 


11. Was there any reason for the excuses Moses offered? 
12. What was the sufficient answer to all of them? 


13. What climax qualification for leadership did Moses 
possess which to him seemed a hindrance? 


14. What real hindrance existed in Moses’ case that he 
did not plead before God? 

1s. What passages of Scripture reveal Moses’ inner selt 
in this case more clearly than his own record in Exodus? 

16. What-other “calls” in Scripture can you name? 
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17. What kept Moses from promptly accepting Jehovah's 
commission? 


18 What holds back God’s servants today from bold un- 
dértakings? 
19. Quote Paul the apostle to show that our personal 


impotencies may become an actual asset in successful 
service to God, 


Answers to Last Week's Questions 
The att#wérs to the lesson. qttestions of the preceding 
wétk’are given on one of the tater pates of this issue. 


» 


ne 
The Busy. Men’s Corner 
By William #1. ‘Ridgway ‘ 


Latent Ability.—Moses said ... Who am I, that 
I should go... And he said, Certainly I-will be with 
thee (3:11, 12). “I am as meck as Moses” is an 
everyday colloquialism. It is a good way to be be- 
cause-when a man has this mental attitude in truth) and 
not in mock modesty he is not so apt to stub his toe 
for a fall. Moses, like Lincoln and all other really 
great men, felt his limitations. When a man loaded 
up with learning can get no better job than that of a 
cattle herder (cowboy), he is not apt to be very con- 
ceited over his brain equipment or his ability. The 
fact of the matter is, very few of us know of what 
we are really capable. Many a man has been knocked 
into a business of which he knew nothing at all, and 
has made a tremendous success of it. No one lias been 
more surprised than the man himself. Many a woman, 
left a widow with little children, has to her amaze- 
ment found herself “a business~man” of the first or- 
der, That Knox gelatine you had for dessert the other 
day was made by one of these widows. The great 
Lukens Steel plant here at Coatesville came to the 
widow Lukens in this way. She ran the mill. Dr. 
Charles Huston married one of her daughters. Moses 
said, “I am not the right man.” But God knew Moses 
and God said, “I will be with thee.” This is what he 
says to all his children who acknowledge him. That is 
why the man or woman is sure to make good. “Leave 
thy fatherless children, I will preserve them alive; and 
let thy widows trust in me” (Jer. 49:11). The finest 
candy business in Chicago used to be owned (and per- 
haps still is) by a young Norwegian girl, daughter of 
a lake sailor, whose husband lost his health, his job, 
and his savings, She started the business with a few 
pounds of sugar and a carload of trust in God. I 
couldn’t get waited on in one of her stores. She 
started by specializing in the kind of candy we men 
like. Sour balls, butter scotch, and the kind you can 
suck! ‘She has refused millions for her chain of 
stores. Like Moses, when God is with you, success 
is sure. 


The Why of This “Corner.”—Thus shalt thou 
..-Z AM hath sent me unto you (3:14). I think 
have told before that I began my business life after 
graduating from Old Siwash as a civil engineer, by 
taking a job as bookkeeper with a Hebrew wholesale 
merchant of Philadelphia, named Abraham Reinheimer. 
And a fine fellow he was, too, every inch a man. Like 
Moses I, too, had the learning of the Egyptians, but 
the best salary I was able to command with all my 
learning was seven dollars a week. It was in the 
“hard times” of 1876. A part of my duty was to 
collect bills from the Jewish shopkeepers down town. 
A few of them were unspeakable. How they kept out 
of jail I do not know. And why they did not kill me, 
I do not know. But when I would say, “Mr. Rein- 
heimer especially sent me to bring back the money,” 
how they would change their tune and out would come 
the overdue money. That is to say, the force of a 
message does not depend so much upon the messenger 
as upon who is back of the messenger. Who sends 
him? Pharaoh was the world’s greatest ruler just 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


Third Quarter 
1. July 4.—Israel Enslaved in Egypt ..:....... Exodus 1 : 1-14 


—s 


2% July 11—Childhood and Education of Moses 


Exodus 2: 1-10; Acts 7:22 
3. July 18—The Call of Moses........ 2:11 to 4:18 
4 July 25.—The Passover.............. Exodus 11:1 to 12: 36 


s- August 1.—The Deliverance at the Red Sea 
Exodus 13 : 17-22; 14 : 10-16 
6. August 8.—The Giving of the Manna....Exodus 16 : 1-36 
7. August 15.—Jethro’s Wise Counsel...... Exodus 18 : 1-27 
8. August 22—The Ten Commandments: Duties to God 
Exodus 19:1 to 20:11 
9. August 29.—The Ten Commandments: Duties to Man 
Exodus 20 : 12-21 
so. September 5.—The Tent of Meeting............ Exodus 33 
11. September 12.—Gifts for the Tabernacle 
Exodus 35:4 to 36:7 
12. September 19.—Obedience to Law. (Temperance 
ORE Re pe ies PEE a Leviticus 26 
13. September - 26.—Review: - Early Leaders of Israel 
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then. . But his nathe, we find, is “I was.” ~The name 
ef the Ruler who sent Moses is “I AM: ‘Pharaoh, 
this one or some other of the ‘Nife royalties, catt now 
be seen in museums along with beetles, cats, snakes, 
and other collected curiosities. Weeds and poison ivy 
— over the graves of the great Americans of the 
last century. The only great one I am particularly 
interested in is “I AM,” who. never dies. To him I 
bow, to him I give allegiance, -it-is.in his--service I 
wish to engage, it is his colors I want to wear. Then 
I fear nothing. I like friends, to be sure.:“1 -want 
folks to like me. I want people to.say when I pass 
by, “There goes a man who is a Christian.” It is. to 
“I AM,” and not to any reader of this paper, or -to 
anyone else, that I am responsible..--If these lessons 
have done anybody any good, “I AM hath sent ifie unto 
you” ¢2 Cor.’6:1). 


The ‘Mouth .—Now therefore go, and I-anll 
be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt speak 
(4:12). Perhaps you are thinking along with me, 
what a fine thing it would have been in the past -and™ 
would be now for some folks we know if God. could 
just be their mouths a little bit and “teach thee what 
thou shalt speak.” A God-forgetting mouth is the 
next worst thing to a God-forgetting heart. Odious 
words fall from the one, and odious thoughts harbor 
in the other (Matt. 12:34). There can be no more 
splendid interior furnishing than a Spirit-filled heart, 
and no more splendid accomplishment than to be able 
to “play” God-moved lips. Have you ever sat and 
listened to a real conversationalist? Of what did the 
conversation. consist? Noble thoughts, interesting 
facts, sparkling narrative, kindly speech, and gentle 
modulation. Not much grammar, perhaps, for he or 
she may have been a grizzled old fellow of the out-of- 
doors, or a plain little woman from down town. Joel 
Chandler Harris got his matchless Uncle Remus ma- 
terial from kindly conversations in the negro cabins. 
And everybody knows where Dickens got his. These 
days in which we live might correctly be called an 
age of Grub and Gab! Eats and Eloquence! A “feed” 
every night or two. I wonder what would happen if 
all the army of “hot air artists,” as Uncle Billy calls 
them, should be in a God-“teach-thee-what-thou-shalt- 
speak” class. “Talk don’t get you. anywhere,” is an 
everyday saying. The most influential men in the 
counsels of the nation are rarely the .speechifiers. 
Moses’ talk got somewhere he was taught 
of God. As a matter of fact, our modern civilization 
rests largely upon those things God taught Moses. I 
was just now wondering if anybody knew anyone 
who had ever made much impression on the world dur- 
ing the little stay here we call our “life” without, 
like Moses, having God with him and in full charge 
of his mouth and handling it for him (Psa. 141: 3). 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Principle or CoNCENTRATION.—Organ- 
ize the lesson around one central and important 
truth whenever possible. 











ie A very significant sense God himself is the center 
of this lesson; more specifically the faithful care 
of God over his chosen but oppressed people. As the 
closing verses of chapter 2 indicate: he heard their 
groaning, he remembered his covenant with their 
fathers, he looked upon them, and had respect unto 
them; and because of this he is now calling the one 
whom he has chosen to be their deliverer. The lesson 
covering its entire scope in chapters 3 and 4 is a record 
of God’s call to this leader, and his response. This 
brings us more directly into the exact scope of the 
lesson, and ing at it from one side or the other, 
we may concentrate upon God’s effort to get Moses 
to accept his commission to Egypt, or upon the reac- 
tion of Moses to the call. 

In the first case we should emphasize the Lord’s 
honoring Moses in the call, as well as having prepared 
him for it most remarkably, and his promise to ac- 
company him in the fulfillment of his mission. Of 
itself this ought to win the immediate acceptance by 
Moses of the privilege to which he is called, and the 
fact that it does not do so will lead to consideration 
of his side of the controversy. 

Approaching it from the other side, making Moses 
the center about which to revolve the lesson, we reac 
into the marvel of God’s revelation to him at the burn- 
ing bush, his awe in the presenee of the Lord, his 
question as to the identity’of Him who spoke, and his 
continued hesitation to obey the divine call. His ob- 
jection that he is powerless is met by the promise of 
the accompanying divine presence, the unbelief of the 
people will be met by the power of divine miracle, his 
lack of eloquence by divine inspiration; and yet he hes- 
ao Why? Is he slower to move at the divine call 
t we: 
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, way. He never. fails. 


- music, including also some other 


“two dollars 


Lesson for July 18 


‘Exodus a: 11 to 4:18 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 


we thank thee that thou dost still call thy 
servants to their work for thee. We thank 


_. thee that we may know thy will for us in 


ways that we can understand. And we know 
that thou dost not leave us to our own de- 
vices after thou hast pointed out the way. 
May we rest in thy guidance and thy con- 
tinuing care with childlike confidence, and 
without fear of the days to come. In Jesus’ 


=. Mame we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Did you notice that 
word “certainly” in the lesson? What 
a word that is,— when God speaks it! 
“Certainly I will be with thee.” Why, 
if- we couldn’t know that God would be 


+ with usin loving, watchful care, how 


could we dare start out-on any work for 
him? Even the best of human friends 
or helpers may break down along the 
way. But God’s “certainly.” goes all the 
Ara you troubled 
about tomorrow? Do things look dark? 
They needn't! God’s promises shine 
clear through fog and darkness, and he 
goes with his trusting servants; Do you 
trust him today? Then praise his blessed 
name for all that he is and will be to 
you! Let us pray. 





CERTAINLY ., 


I 
WILL BE WITH THEE 











* 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms . 


“He leadeth me.” 
“"Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus,” 
“Every day I need thee more.” 
“Trusting Jesus, that is all.” 

- “Grace enough for me.” 
“Tl go where you want me to go.” 
“His grace is sufficient.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entlieses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
s parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United “Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.)— 

“The Lord My Shepherd” (44 : 1-3). 
>» Psalm 23 : 1-6. 
“The Brightness of Thy Face” (143 : 1-3). 


Be s gx i « ~ Psalm 67 : 1:7, 
“Fear-Phou Not*¢246 21g). . 
Psalm 119 : 129-136; Isa. 41 : 10, 

“He Will Keep Thee -Safe”’ (255 : 1-3). 
a Psalm 121 : 1-8 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL-readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
-paid for each illustration accepted, and 
best one each week. 





for the 





‘ But readers are urged not to send anything 


without first securing and: reading carefully 


_a@ leaflet explaining the conditions of this 


-conditions means t 


department. The list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in ssnanes. Failure to note the 
t good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
Iltustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times eC months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 
Preference will be oo te illustrations on 
that portion of the 
the lesson list after the word “Print. 
Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text s desired, though 
Srey Sos Sat 
- For December 19, illustrations are de- 
sired on the optional Christmas Les- 
son, Luke 2:8-20, instead of on the 
lesson, “Samuel,.the Just Judge.” 


‘ What Moses Saw.—Certainly I will be 
with thee (Golden Text). ld Morris 
‘said: “I think when God makes his pres- 
ence felt through us, we are like the burn- 
ing bush; Moses never took any heed 
what sort of bush it was—he saw only 


*the brightness of the Lord.”—From 


George Eliot. Sent by J. E. Williamson, 
Nottumgham, Eng. 


How Safe We Are!—Ceriainly I will 
be with thee (Golden Text). God was 
uppertaker to Enoch and Elijah; God was 
undertaker to Moses; God is caretaker 
to every believing child of his—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Norbury, London, Eng. 


text indicated in} 





But Our. Commander is. Alive.—Cer- 
tainly I will be with thee (Golden Text). 
When 
Korea, their general, Hideyoshi, died; but 
his staff concealed his death and em- 
balmed his body, and for months it rode 
on horseback at the head of the army, 
which marched to victory, believing that 
its. beloved captain was. still leading. it. 
There is no pretence about our Captain’s 
presence. Our Lord Jesus is always with 
us.—From “Oft in Danger, Oft in Woe,” 
by. the Rev. G. R. Balleine. Sent by W. 
Haslam, Blackburn, Lancashire, Eng. 
Prise illustration, 


When Spuryeon Discovered Heaven. 
—Certainly I will be with thee (Golden 
Text). “The other evening,”* said Spur- 
geon, “I was riding home weary and 
sorely depressed,. when swift as a light- 
ning flash came ‘My grace is sufficient for 
thee.’- I said, ‘I should think it is, Lord, 
and burst out laughing. It seemed to 
make unbelief so absurd. It seemed like 
a little mouse in the granaries of Egypt 
after seven years of plenty fearing it 
might die of famine. Joseph might say, 
‘Cheer up, little mouse, my granaries are 
sufficient for thee.’ Oh, brethren, be great 
believers. Little faith will bring your 
souls to Heaven, but great faith will bring 
heaven to your souls."—From God's 
Never-Failing Promises. Sent by L. G. 
James, Toronto, Can, 

Modesty !—Who ani I, that I should go 
unto Pharaoh? (3:11.) A general asked 
a certain soldier standing in the front 
rank, “Friend, what would you do if dur- 
ing a war, yonder bridge would have to 


ing 
‘| be taken, although it lie under the mouths 


of the enemy’s cannon, and, as only a 
few soldiers could advance at the same 
time, the order were given: ‘Volunteers 
to the front!’” “I would quickly jump 
to one side to let the volunteers pass,” he 
answered. How many of us have acted 
so when’ a piece of work requiring self- 
sacrifice was expected of God’s children! 
—From the Expositor. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Norbury, London, Eng. 


The Creator’s Command.—! will teach 
thee what thou shalt say (4:12).° It is 
said that when a certain sculptor in Italy 
had finished a life-like statue he ex- 
Claimed, as he gazed at it: “Speak!” So 
Christ, when he calls men from their sins 
and recreates them in-his own image, says, 
“Speak, and tell what God has done for 
you.”—From the Christian Herald. Sent 
by Mrs. B. Dowén, Kingston Hill, Surrey, 

ng. 
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the Japanese were conquering |- 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Greatly prepared for a great task. 
2. Your “call”—what is it? 














“NSM: what are you going to do, 
Betty?” queried a fourteen-year-old 
boy of his-young cousin, just through col- 
lege, with a degree to her credit. “Why, 
teach kindergarten as soon as I can get 
ready for it—that’s what I have been 
lanning for all these years,” answered 

etty. “Kindergarten! After all these 
years in college, and now ‘get ready’ to 
teach just babies!” exploded the amazed 
boy. “Seems to me you. didn’t need. an 
A.B. degree from College just to 
play with some babies!” But, young as 
she is Betty knows enough about babies to 
know that all the training in the world is 
none too much for the most delicate and 
dificult task of so:.“playing with the 
babies” as to change all their later lives 
for good, so she is happily pursuing all 
the training she can get for her great 
“call” to teach’ kindergarten some day 
in a mission field where babyhood is most 
needing such friends. 

If you have a girl with a dream of real 
service in her heart, or a great need call- 
ing her to come and help lift-some load 
or relieve some wrong, this story of 
Moses’ great preparation for a great work 
will inspire her.with new patience and 
courage and energy for the long-drawn- 
out time of training. .Forty young years 
Moses spent in acquiring “all the wisdom 
of the Egyptians” (besides that founda- 
tion teaching given by his Hebrew mother, 
during his kindergarten years —and who 
will gainsay. that of :all his training those 
baby years. were. the most important?), 
and then forty slow: years maturing in 
the “backside of the desert.” Just wait- 
ing—-and for what? Moses must have 
wondered, for he had not the least 
thought that God would ever again use 
him to free his people, as he. had tried 
in his mistaken way: to do, in his own 
wisdom, before he ‘had fled from the 
wrath of. the king. 

Will not those forty years of waiting 
teach that eager girl of yours to wait 
God’s time, as Moses had to do, instead 
of rushing in her own strength and wis- 
dom ahead of his plan, only to meet de- 
feat or check? ‘She may be sure that 
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when God’s time is ripe, if she is:ready, 
he will call her unmistakably into the 
service for which she will then be truly 
prepared. 

2. And right there many 4a girl is 
puzzled.' “What ts a ‘call’?” young peo- 
ple often ask. Have you not more than 
one in your group ‘so.‘seeking light? Or 
some who have not the: least sense of 
obligation to any kind of call to anything 
outside of self? Here is your opportun- 
ity to help them as well as their more 
thoughtful and earnest sisters. Do not 
these three things make a “call,” any one 
or all three of them together: special per- 
sonal qualification, fitting preparation, or 
a deep desire to meet a real need? In 
Moses’ case all three were present, as the 
Scripture record makes abundantly plain, 
as indeed the need was tremendous, call- 
ing for the best possible leader. Teacher, 
it is God alone who bestows the personal 
qualifications and you can have only a 
share in the preparation, but is it not 
your golden opportunity to.arouse the deep 
desire? And this lesson is an open door 
into this great service for your girls. . 


Home Study 


Read of the call of Gideon and Sam- 
uel and Isaiah and Paul, and note how 
each was met. 


Decatur, Ga, 
oe 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Great like Moses. 


_ Discussion: What are the fields which 
call for the most heroic, self-forgetting 
leadership today? 


Objective: A surrendered life. 











AY, fellows, every fellow may receive 

the call to be just as great as he is 
willing to be or wants to be. Every fel- 
low can “follow the gleam” if he has a 
heart stout enough to face the cost and 
pay the price. Moses had only one life 
to live and one heart to fill with the satis- 
faction of high service. Every fellow 
can claim the same. Yet there never was 
but one Moses, and he achieved greatness 
under the leadership of Jehovah. Nod fel- 
low will take Moses’ place in the Hall of 
Fame, but every fellow can have his own 
niche in the Hall of Joy. God holds 
honored service—even exploits — re- 
served for the twentieth century man,— 
exploits which were not available to 
Moses. Nor would they be. possible for 
Moses now, if he should return to earth, 
Moses has had his fling, and truly he 
played the game of life for all it was 
worth. But today the prizes are tagged 
for you. This is your day — just dawn- 
ing. 

Moses was on “the back side of the 
desert” doing a lowly service. He was 
tending sheep for his father-in-law when 
the call of God—the great challenge of 
his life— came to him. I doubt not it 
was dreary and monotonous out there, 
but it was just the preparation he needed. 
The Big Message to a_.fellow’s soul 
sometimes comes in a quiet setting. It 
is not easy to concentrate on the vital 
things of life and eternity in the midst of 
jazz. It is doubtful that Moses would 
have heard the call in Egypt. Many di- 
versions are bidding for our time and 
investment. Some are positively bad, 


~some are debatable, and some are: harm- 


less except as time-killers, All may be 
attractive and engaging. But the big 
question at issue is, “What is the best 
investment?” Life, with its vast possi- 


} bilities, is too precious to be paid out 


merely for the harmless or for the good, 
if there is a “best” to be had. 

Now, fellows, the bushes have nof 
ceased to burn, and deserts still have back 
places. Every time some fellow knocks 
a home run, or flies to ‘the North Pole, 
or discovers a new serum, or builds a 
skyscraper or a church or a college; 
every time a shift is made upon a Su- 
preme Court bench, or in the president’s 
chair of university, railroad, corporation, 
or the White House; every time some 
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great preacher of the Gospel or honored 
missionary from far or near field comes 
with inspiration to your attention — that 
is a burning bush for you, and out of it 
you may be sure God is calling you too 
to some high task. Through these he is 
saying to you: “See what is possible 
where there is real self-abandonment in 
high purpose. What has been done can 
be done again—through you!” Take 
off your shoes, fellows; tread softly; 
look and listen; God’s Spirit is on the 
air; tune in! f 

And where's “the back side of the 
desert”? Well, fellows, that’s interesting, 
too. It may be specially so to you— un- 
less your life is like a three-ring circus 
all the time (which would be unfortu- 
nate). I think every fellow has some 
dull times—some tedious, monotonous, 
waiting. times. . They are back desert 
places. Sometimes it is upon a bed of ill- 
ness or long-drawn-out convalescence. 
Such are good times for burning bushes. 
Every fellow who nobly aspires can see a 
burning bush then. And if, he is willing 
to take off his shoes, a voice will come 
out of the bush, calling his name. But 
those shoes must come off. And that 
just means a wide-open heart of listening 
to know God’s will. . 

Still, fellows, there is another side to 
the desert. It is the front side. It is the 
chafing, restless, resentful, rebellious 
side—as close as we can get to the 
world, with longings. for the fleshpots, 
for the jazz and froth of life. These are 
far from the burning bushes. Not even 
their reflected glow is to be seen, and cer- 
tainly no Voice can be heard. And the 
fellows who loaf and languish on the 
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front side of their deserts fill vacancies 
too — those vacancies made by the boot- 
leggers who die, and the gamblers and 
cheats who are taken, which include the 
patrons of bootleggers; or perhaps just 
the shiftless ne’er-do-wells who throng 
life’s highway and produce -nothing ex- 
cept confusion. 
Look around you, fellows, for the bush 

on fire, and you'll see: 

That Red Star which guides 

Across the night 

To win the crowning pass. 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
v 
For Primary Teachers 
By ‘Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


[N ORDER to-keep up with the lesson 
and give the children the entire story, 
it will be necessary to begin with Exodus 
2:11 and read through the fourth chap- 
ter, noting carefully the leading incidents 
of each chapter. The class will be glad 
to talk a little while about the infancy of 
Moses. 

The cherished years spent at home with 
his mother, father, and elder brother and 
sister soon passed; and Moses, adopted 
son of the king’s daughter, must go to 
the schools of eypt to become “learned 
in all the wisdom of the Egyptians.” But 
he never’ forgot the “tender grace” o 
those early years when he learned to 
worship the true God and to believe the 
wonderful promises given to his people. 

When Moses became a man, although 
he was surrounded by all the beauty and 
pleasure of the kirig’s palace, still he 
thought of his people and their toil and 
suffermg, and believed that in some way 
he was to be their deliverer. One day he 
made up his mind that he would rather 
suffer with his people and lead them to 
their promised land than to be a great 
man, perhaps even the king of Egypt. So 
he refused to be caHed the son of Pha- 
raoh’s daughter any longer, and he walked 
out of the beautiful palace .and went 
where ‘his. people wefe: at. work; thinking 
that they would tndérstand: that he was 
going to deliver them;-but they did not 
understand. -And Moses himself -had not 
asked for God’s plan of~ delivering his 
people. In his -haste, ‘Moses killed an 
Egyptian -who was beating one of the 
Israelites... He hid the body in the sand. 
Then Pharach wanted to kill’ Moses, and 
the destined -leader of his people had to 
leave the country. 

Explain that this-was-not God’s way of 
working, ..and tell of Moses’ flight into 
Midian. Tell of. his family; and of his 
quiet, humble life’.as a shepherd, so -dif- 
ferent from the life-he ted in the palace 
oi the Egyptian king. Moses remained 2 
long time in Midian. Perhaps -he began 
to feel as if he -hadbeen mistaken about 
being the ‘deliverer: of his people. But 
Moses learned ‘lessons »while caring for 
the sheep that were not taught in the 
schools of: Egypt. -He learned meekness 
and love and endurance. 

One day he led the sheep to the back 
side of the desert, and- while 'the flock was 
grazing he saw a -wonderful sight—a 
bush in aflame of fire which never 
burned out. Moses went’to see the great 
sight, and’ this pleased "God, 2s it always 
pleases him for anyone to seek to know 
him; for it was God in the bush. And 
he called to Moses, telling him to put off 
his ‘shoes, because he was standing close 
to God. Tell the children that we should 
be very reverent always when we pray or 
when we speak of God, and should never 
speak his name lightly. 

God told Moses that he had seen the 
affliction of his people and had heard their 
cry; that he knew their sorrow, and had 
come to deliver them from the Egyptians, 
and lead them to the land he had prom- 
ised Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Then he 
said to Moses, “I will send thee unto 
Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth 
my people out of Egypt.” 

Moses remembered how he had failed 
when he tried before. He thought how 
his people did not believe that he was 
their deliverer, and how Pharaoh wanted 
to kill-him, and he told God these things. 





But God said, “Certainly I will be with 


thee.” He told Moses to call together the 
chief men of the people of Israel, and tell 
them that the God of their fathers was 
going to bring them out of Egypt into the 
land which he had promised them. 

Then God talked a while longer with 
Moses, and told him that his elder brother 
Aaron should be with him in leading the 
people out of Egypt. Moses went at once 
to Jethro, his father-in-law, and asked to 
be allowed to visit his people in Egypt. 
Jethro said, “Go in peace.” On the way 
he met Aaron, and together they went to 
their people and told them what God had 
said, The ple were glad and thankful, 
and they louet their heads and wor- 
shiped. 

‘Sing,.“God Will Take Care of You.” 
CurntTon, S. C. 
w 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the Lesson of July 11) 

1. See Exodus 6 : 20; Numbers 26 : 59. 

2. Moses’ father, Amram, married his own 
aunt, Jochebed. Such a marriage was after- 
ward forvidden by God through the instru- 
mentality of Moses himself, 

3. Of the Korathites (Num. 26: 58). Miriam 
and Aaron were born of the same parents 
(Num. 26 : 59). 

4. They evidently proceeded upon the prin- 
ciple expressed by “Pray as though all de- 
pended upon God; work as though all de- 


f | pended upon you.” 


5. First they saved him from drowning, 
against the’ king’s command; then they 
placed the little ark in the river, where Moses 
might have been devoured by a crocodile, or, 
if found by the king’s servants, been thrown 
into the river. They believed God would keep 
him. 

6. See Hebrews 11 : 23, last clause. 

7. She was paid wages for nursing her own 
baby, by the baby’s adopted mother. 

8 The privilege of having her son with her, 
aud teaching him during his childhood. 


9. For forty years, as stated by Stephen, in 


Acts 7 : 23. 

1o. Only the years of early childhood, prob- 
ably about seven — yet long enough to make 
him a child of the Hebrew faith for life, de- 
spite all the wisdom of the Egyptians learned 
in. after years. 

11. His voluntary defense of his own people 
when ‘he was grown. 

12. Moses’ home life must have been marked 
by the strong faith of his parents, and espe- 
cially of his mother. Such a faith would 
necessarily express itself in worship, praise, 


thanksgiving, confession of sin, study of the |- 


records of God’s people, so far as they were 
known. These influences must have been 
deep indeed to withstand the disintegrating 
furces of the Egyptian court and Egyptian 
teaching. 

13. We must obey God rather than man 
when man’s dictates violate God’s laws. 


14. God evidently used her inborn love of 
children, which every normal future mother 
has, to carry out his purposes for the little 
child. 


15. Nothing with certainty. But Jewish 
tradition nzmes her Thermuthis, or sometimes 
Bithiah. And this latter name occurs in 
reference to some one termed “Pharaoh’s 
daughter” in 1 Chronicles 4:18 It has there- 
fore been inferred that the same name refers 
to the same woman, and that Thermuthis 
became an Israelitish proselyte. But this is 
precarious. . 

16. She was a link in the chain of God’s 
events so important to the future of her 
People. 

17. See Stephen’s statement in Acts 7 : 22. 

18. See “Romans 8 : 2. 

19. He usually sends an infant son to be- 
lieving parents,—as Isaac, Moses, Samson, 
Samuel, John the Baptist, and our Saviour. 





Children at Home 











The Snail’s Complaint 
By Beatrice M. Parker 


UCH a turmoil as the dining room was 

in! For seventy years the old clock 
had been going on steadily, tick-tack, tick- 
tack, but now there was a beat missing 
every once in a while. The fire sputtered 
and the smoke gave out a few extra curls 
of wrath. Even the shovel lost its poise 
and fell down with a clatter, 
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When such goings-on occur in an old, 
respectable home, you may be sure that 
something out of the ordinary is about 
to take place. And so it was, for a com- 
plaint had been entered. A complaint! 
And who do you suppose made it? The 
snail! Yes, that slow-moving, conserva- 
tive snail, of all people! 

“Surely there must be something radi- 
cally wrong,” whispered the crane to the 
kettle, as the latter was steaming vigor- 
ously. ‘Who is the one complained about, 
do you think ?” 

“I do not know,” replied the kettle, 
“but I think by the way the old clock 
ts acting that it must be the clock. . If 
anyone ever looked guilty and acted so, 
the clock certainly does!” 

“Too bad! Too bad!” muttered. the 
tongs, resting against the brick. “I would 
never have thought it of the clock, no, 
never !” 

“What is the matter?” questioned the 
crane. “Do you know?” 

“Indeed I do,” the tongs replied. “I 
‘was right here when the snail complained 
to the mantel. But here comes the snail 
now, so let us hear what she has to say.” 

The snail came on slowly. It took 
her nearly an hour to crawl up to the 
top of the bookcase where she could be 
seen and heard by all. 

“Friends,” she said, as she let a few 
tears drop, “I am very much disturbed 
over this. I would not have made this 
complaint had it not been that I did not 
wish any of you to receive the slight that 
I did last Saturday evening.” 

“Slight!” murmured the dwellers of the 
room. “Slight! Madam Snail slighted 
—of all people! Quiet, accommodating 
Madam Snail! Why!” 

“Yes,” continued the snail. “I thought 
I would be sociable, so on Saturday aft- 
ernoon I took a long journey purposely 
to pay the clock a visit. I climbed and 
climbed and then I climbed some more. 
I got near when I heard him say, ‘Don’t 
come up, Madam Snail, I am going tq run 


down in a few moments.’ And do you: 


know, my friends, he has not budged from 
his place since then!” 

“What a shame!” came in a chorus, 
and the bookcase rattled its doors, so ex- 
cited did it get. “For shame, to treat 
Madam Snail thus! What have you to 
say, Clock?” 

The clock was so nefvous it actually 
stopped ticking for several minutes. Then 
it whirred merrily. 

“Why do you laugh; Clock?”*asked the 
Mantel, severely. “We see no joke!” 

“Well, good people,” replied the Clock, 
“it all comes from talking too soon. For 
the first time in a score of years some- 
bedy forgot to wind me up at twilight. 
It was not that I did not wish to see 
Madam Snail, nor did I lack in appre- 
ciation of her goodness in coming so far 
to see me; but I was thinking that if she 
undertook to come the rest of the way 
she would be fearfully disappointed, for 
if I did run down I could not talk to 
her. Do you not see, now, why I told 
her not to come up and that I was going 
to run down in a few minutes?” 

“And you did not mean to play a joke 
on her?” asked the Mantel. 

“Indeed, no,” answered the Cléck. . “I 
would not play a joke on good Madam 
Snail for the world!” 

Madam Snail looked puzzled for a mo- 
ment; then she spoke. 

“Well, well, what an old fuss-budget I 
am! There it was Saturday evening and 
I should have remembered that it was the 
time for winding Mr. Clock! What a 
fuss-budget! What a fuss-budget!” 

And away she crawled, shaking her head 
and muttering to herself, while the clock 
and the mantel and the crane and the 
kettle all tried to talk at once and smooth 


| the matter dil over. It was a long time 


before the clock ticked regularly again — 
so long, in fact, that when Aunt Mary 
came down the next morning, she ex- 
claimed, “I do not see why this clock 
has lost so much lately. Here it is fifteen 
minutes slow! I guess we shall have to 
have Mr. Tinker come over and fix it!” 
“Well,” slyly remarked grandma, “if 
I am not mistaken, a certain somebody 
forgot to, wind it last Saturday evening; 
and you know, an old clock must be regu- 
larly wound if it is to keep good time.” 


GRANITEVILLE, Mass. 
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"Lesson for July 18 
" Exodus-2 :11 to 4:18 
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Sanitation 
demands this 
precaution 





Ir 18 not enough to keep the toilet 
bowl clean. The hidden trap, 
too, must be purified —especially 
in hot weather. 

Brushes cannot reach the trap. 
But Sani-Flush can. It does away 
-with sediment and foul odors. 
And it banishes all labor and 
back-bending. Simply sprinkle 
in Sani-Flush, follow the direc- 
tions on the can. Flush. Stains, 

~ marks, incrustations disappear. 

Sani-Flush is a household ne- 
cessity. It cannot harm plumb- 
ing connections. Always keep it 
handy in the bathroom. 

Buy Sani-Flush at your gro- 
_cery, drug or hardware store, 
or send 25c for a full-size can. 
30c in Far West. 35c¢ in Canada, 


Sani-Flush 


. Te Hycrentc Propucts Co. 
“Canton, Ohio 
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Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, inc., Bronze Foundry 
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Free Samples and Particulars. 
Our plan provides a paper for your 
church without cost to you. ° 


The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting. 
By John W. Lane; Jr. 





July 25. How Are We. Supplying Africa’s 
Need for Christ? Acts-.8 : 26-40. ( Mission- 
ary meeting.) 


August 1. Wise and Unwise Decisions. 1 Kings 
3: 5-15; Gen. 13 : 5-13. (Consecration 
meeting.) 


August 8.. What Books Have Found Worth 
While? Why? Josh, 1: 1- 

August 15.5 How Can We Peeaan Waste? 
Luke 15 : 11-32; John 6: 1-13. 


Sunday, July 18 


What We Learn from the Out-of-Doors 
(Psa. 19 : 1-6) (Outdoor meeting 
with Intermediates and Juniors) 








Mon.—From fishermen (Matt. 4 : 18-22). 
Tues.—Among vineyards (John 15: 1-11). 
Wed.—Behold the ploughman (Luke 


9 : 62). 

Thurs.—Wheat-sifting (Luke 22 : 31, 32, 
54-62). 

Fri.—Storms of life (John 6 : 16-21). 


Sat.—What sheep suggest (John 10 : 1-16; 
Isa. 53 : 6). 











“Why do we believe this is God’s world? 

What signs of intelligence do we see in 
nature?’ 

How does nature teach us patience? 


HE Northwestern Christian Advo- 
cate, in cammenting on the marvels 
of nature, says: 


“A picture that made a most attractive 
showing at a distance, when closely viewed 
turned out to be mere daubs of paint. 
Distance lends enchantment to every work 
but God’s. The more powerful the micro- 
scope, the more amazed we become at the 
genius of the Creator. What we have 
been regarding as insignificant rises into 
new glory with each enlargement. When 
the old Scotch shepherd first saw the 
heather of his native heath in the micto- 
scope, tears came to his eyes, and he ex- 
claimed, ‘To think, how often I have 
crushed such glory under this big foot!’ 
‘We should walk softly over God’s green 
earth, we should walk softly under God's 
great canopy. In all our walks there is 
so much to wonder at and to admire.” 


' 

We believe that this is God’s world be- 
cause his Word says so. 

Genesis 1:1 tells us that in the be- 
ginning God created the heavens and the 
earth, ° 

John tells us: “All things were made 
by him; and without him was not any 
thing made that was made” (John 1:3)- 

Paul’s testimony in Ephesians 3:9 
reads: “God, who created all things by 
Jesus Christ.” 

In Hebrews we read, “God... hath in 
these last days spoken unto us by his 
Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all 
things, by whom also he made the worlds” 
(Heb. 1:1, 2). 

Again, in Colossians 1: 15-17 we read 
of Christ, “Who is the image of the in- 
visible God,.the firstborn of every crea- 
ture: for by him were all things created, 
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, 
visible and invisible, whether they be 
thrones, or dominiéns, or principalities, 
or powers: all things were created by 
him, and for him: and he is before all 
things, and by him all things consist.” 

we 


To be sure, we see in nature all about 
us the marvelous handiwork of God. 
That one is calloused indeed who can iook 
unmoved upon the marvelous beauty of 
the sunrise or the sunset, or can stahd 
beside the thundering Niagara, or drink 
in thg invigorating salt breeze by the 
seaside, or rest in the cool shade by a 
meadow brook on a lazy summer after- 
noon, and not think with gratitude of the 
Creator. 

As we come to know more of the in- 
tricate things of nature we marvel at 
the perfection of God’s creation. The 
detail with which the flowers have had 
worked out for them schemes for the dis- 
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in which the imsect- world dovetails into 
the life of the flowers in the production 
of nectar and in the distribution of pollen, 
the geometric wonders of the snowflake, 
all testify to the wonderful. care. with 
which God has - prepared .his creation. 
And he intended that the creation should 
point men to him, for in Romans. 1:20 
-we read, “For the invisible things of him 
from the creation of the world are clearly 
seen, being understood by the things that 
are made, even his eternal. power and 
Godhead ; so that they are without ex- 
cuse.” 


08 
But the creation; although it tells us 
of God’s provision for man, glso tells us 
of judgment. It is only -from the Word 
that we learn of God's grace that brought 
the Lord Jesus Christ all the way from 
glory to die for the. sins of the world. 
Nature’s God is a marvelous, wonder- 
working God, -but: the God of the Word 
as revealed through Jesus Christ is not 
only the miracle-working God of nature, 
but the matchless God of love who gave 
himself for us that. we might not only 
enjoy wonders of his creation here, but 
the unseen and unheard-of wonders (1 
Cor. 2:9) of his spiritual creation in the 
heavenlies, the-like of which has not 
entered into the heart of. man to.com- 
prehend or understand. 


V4 
Am I grateful to God for the lavish bless- 
ings in nature? 


Am I seeing his love and care in nature?: 
How am I showing my gratitude? 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


“Wisdom through Affliction” 
(See Sunday’s Reading) 


MOR than thirty years ago the writer, 
at that time in college, copied the 
following paragraph from George Tick- 
nor Curtis’ “United States Constitutional 
History,” and has kept it on the flyleaf 
of his Bible ever since: 


There is a law in the moral government of 
the universe which ordains that all that is 
great or valuable or permanent in character 
must be the result, not of theoretical teaching 
or natural aspiration, of spontaneous resolve 
or uninterrupted success, but of trials, of suf- 
fering, of the fiery furnace of temptation, of 
the dark hours of disappointment and defeat. 
The character of the man is distinguished 
from the character of the child that he once 
was, chiefly by the effects of this universal 
law. There are the same natural impulses, the 
same mental, moral, and physical constitution 
with which he was born into the world. What 
is it that has given him the strength, the 
fortitude, the unchanging principle, and the 
moral and intellectual power which he ex- 
hibits in after years? It has not been con- 
stant pleasure and success, nor unmingled 
joy. It has been the hard discipline of pain 
and sorrow, the stern teachings of experience, 
the struggles against the consequences of 
his own errors, and the chastisements which 
have been inflicted by his own faults. u 


Happy the man who has become a 
humble learner in the school of experi- 
ence; but thrice happy he who can say 
from the heart: “Now thanks be tinto 
God, which always causeth us to triumph 
in Christ” (2 Cor, 2: » 23 18). 


July 12 ¢ to 18 
Mon.—Exodus 3: 10-15. The Call of Moses. 


“I Am That I Am.” 1 am yesterday, 
today, and forever the same. What was 
I yesterday to Abraham and Isaac and 
i: That will I be today to you, 

oses, and tomorrow to Israel—the un- 
changeably faithful One. I was to your 
fathers what they needed; I will be the 
same to you. And to you, dear reader, 
— and temporal and physical sup- 

y. 

Prayer Succestions: Remember the 
various summer conferences now in prog- 
ress. Pray for the many servants of God 
who for one reason or another are de 
prived of these summer privileges. 


Tues.—Exodus 4: 10-17. Aaron Helping Moses. 


How different the Moses of today from 
the Moses of forty years ago! Rash and 
self-confident then; cautious and self-dis- 
trustful now. Man’s school and God’s 
school turn out entirely different products. 
The Egypt training was well enough in 
its place, but useless to God until the 
Midian training was added. It was the 
same with Paul; and is the same today. 

Prayer SvuGcestions: Pray for the 
young people who are planning to enter 
school this fall away from home; some 
hoping to enter college, others planning 
to go to some Bible, or professional, or 
technical school. 

Wed.—Exodus 4 : 18-23. 
Moses Returns to Egypt. 

“I will harden his heart.” So also the 
sun might say of certain substances. The 
same rays which soften some substances 
harden others. The same commands or 
providences which make some hearts ten- 
der and broken make others resentful and 
hard. To resist light is to invite night. 
Beware! Ah, beware how you hear even 
the word “beware.” 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for those 
who are dull of spiritual comprehension. 
RK | Perhaps this may embrace more of us 
than we are aware, the writer included. 
Thurs.—Exodus 4: 27-31. Aaron Meets Moses. 


What a blessing is a faithful assistant! 
Aaron (v. 30) was already (but not un- 
consciously (v. 28), fulfilling God’s 





ple believed: . .. and worshipped” (v. 31). 
Ah, how little they dreamed of all that 
was to be involved! It’s been’ always 
thus. Man wants the ‘biggest possible 
blessings at the smallest possible self-ex- 
penditure, 

Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for all, 
whether high or low, who are standing 
true to God. Especially remember all 
great leaders in public places. Pray that 
there may be no wncertain teaching or 
leading on the part of God’s chosen shep- 
herds. May all be faithful in both in- 
struction and warning. Pray much for 
your own pastor. 

Fri.—Exodus 5:1-9. Moses Before Pharaoh. 

“Who is the Lord?” demanded Pha- 
raoh. “What claims has he on me? 
am under no obligation to him.” Sounds 
like some twentieth century retorts! In 
this first demand Moses made no threat 
of what might befall Pharaoh in case of 
refusal. Rather (v. 3) he mentioned Je- 
hovah’s possible judgment upon Israel. He 
was deferential and courteous. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
sick of your community, and for the poor 
and needy everywhere, Pray for all phys- 
icians, especially Christian physicians; also 
for all nurses, hospital internes and at- 
tendants. Pray for the sufferers im asy- 
lums and sanitariwms, and for the unfor- 
tunate everywhere. 

Sat.—Exodus 5 : 10-19. 


The heart-hardening process had begun. 


Israel’s Burden Increased. 


(Lesson for July 18) nivni 


“Get you straw where ye ean find it.” 
(The bricks were made of clay and straw 
kneaded together, and then not burned, 
but thoroughly dried under the hot Egyp- 
tian sun.) And there was no “minishing” 
of Israel’s “daily task” (v. 19). When 
a real work of God begins, Satan gets 
doubly busy. 

PraYER SucGcestions: Pray for those 
who are buffeted by Satan. Do not lightly 
pass judgment on any such. Aut are sub- 
ject to his attacks. Let us pray against 
our wily common enemy, and not (im ef- 
fect) against one another. There is only 
One who is able to judge righteously. 
Pray for “all men.” Pray for all Satur- 
day-mght prayer gatherings. 


Sun.—Psalm 90 : 12-17. 
Thropgh Affliction. 

Reread the Introduction.” Read also 
Psalm 119: 67 and 71; do these verses find 
a deep response in your own heart? And 
can you make verses 14 to 17 of today’s 
reading your own earnest prayer? “A 
broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou 
wilt not despise” (Psa. 51:17). 

A Sone Succestion : Let all the family 
join in singing that familiar song, “Jesus 
Paid It Al,” which has tong been so 
precious to multitudes of the Lord’s saints. 
The following is the first verse: 


I hear the Saviour say, — 
“Thy strength indeed is small, 
Child of weakness, watch and pray, 
Find in me thine all in all.” 
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